
joshua hartwigsen, 3.22.20 

151st Street Church of Christ 

 

GOD’S MAJESTY IN OUR RULE 
Psalm 8 
 
 
In his 1849 poem “In Memoriam A.H.H.”, Alfred Lord Tenyson described nature as “red in tooth 
and claw”. Tenyson set his vivid description of the violence he saw in nature against the Bible’s 
teaching that love is “creation’s final law”. While some in Tenyson’s time struggled to resolve 
the tension between nature’s violence and the Bible’s love, many people today understand it as 
part of the “circle of life”. That perspective of the creation portrays the world as an indifferent 
environment within which we struggle for survival alongside all of its other inhabitants. That 
perspective of the creation can lead people to see the covid-19 pandemic as a tragic, but 
natural, cycle of the world’s red-in-tooth-and-claw character.  
 
David, in Psalm 8, reminds us that we are not helpless nor powerless beings in a vast uncaring 
cosmos. He reminds us that God created us to rule over His creation. This lesson will begin a 
series exploring some of the psalms that will hopefully provide us valuable context for thinking 
about our current, coronavirus-shaped reality. We will focus on the psalms because they offer a 
different way of teaching that seems, to me, suited to our current setting. The psalms wrestle 
with the full spectrum of the intense and diverse feelings we encounter in life, giving them a 
poetic voice that allows us to see our ourselves in the psalmists’ writings. By inviting us to see 
ourselves reflected in them, the psalms provide us a vocabulary of words and images we can 
use to give voice to our own emotions. 
 

“What is man that you are mindful of him?” 1 
• David began his psalm by praising God’s “majestic…name” (Psalm 8:1), mentioning both 

God’s sovereignty and character that leads to His name being praised “in all the earth”. 
o God, David wrote, has set His “glory above the heavens” (Psalm 8:1), an expression 

of the absolute nature of God’s rule that John echoes in his vision of God in 
Revelation 4. 

o Even though he does not identify them, David wrote that God has “foes” who 
oppose His sovereignty (Psalm 8:2). God’s response to His foes reveals His 
praiseworthy character – He responds, not with an overpowering display of force, 
but with the sounds of babies who acknowledge His rule (Psalm 8:2; cf. Matthew 
21:15-16; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31). 

• God’s sovereignty and character, reflected in the creation, led David to express his 
amazement that God not only pays attention to humans, but that He also cares for them 
(Psalm 8:3-4). 

 
1 Psalm 8:4. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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• But God does far more than pay attention to humans, He gives them a unique, exalted 
position over the creation that reflects His own unique, exalted sovereignty (Psalm 8:5-8). 

o David’s comment that God has “crowned” humans and given them “dominion” over 
the creation echoes the responsibility God gave to humanity in the creation (Psalm 
8:5; Genesis 1:26-28).  

o The real significance of the rule God entrusted to humanity in the creation centers 
on the identity He gives to humans – He made them in His image (Genesis 1:26), He 
made them to partner with Him in His rule by reflecting His identity and will in the 
world (cf. Revelation 5:10; 22:5). 

o David emphasized the significance of the position God gives to humanity by noting 
that, even though God made humanity “a little lower than the heavenly beings” (cf. 
Psalm 82), He gave rule over His creation to humans (Psalm 8:6-8). 

• David ends his psalm in the same place he began – he concludes by praising God for His 
majesty, a majesty revealed in both the creation and in His exaltation of humans (Psalm 
8:8). 

 

Applications 
David’s poetic reflection on the honor God bestows upon humans offers some important 
reminders to us. Consider: 

• We are not merely bit players in a large, impersonal narrative; God’s story revolves around 
us. 

• God cares for us and has given to us a special, specific, and exalted position within His 
creation. 

• God invested within us the creative ability and power to rule His creation. 

• We are not, therefore, helpless, powerless beings. 

• We must, however, learn to faithfully execute the responsibilities God entrusts to us. 
  
 
David’s psalm reminds us of the honor that God has given to us, an honor that reveals the 
praiseworthy sovereignty of God. Let us therefore take confidence in the honor God has given 
to us and let us allow that honor to motivate us to live in ways that, in return, honors God. 
 
 
 
 

 

 


