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BEING VISIONARY PEOPLE 
Matthew 28:18-20 
 
 
Jesus told his disciples that he expected them to “make disciples of all nations”1 (Matthew 
28:19). We have a tendency to think about that expectation from our perspective today as 
people living in a world changed by their efforts, but consider the circumstances in which he 
gave it – he gave it to a group of eleven, diverse men struggling with fear and doubt after 
witnessing his crucifixion by the Roman empire at the urging of their countrymen. Within that 
setting Jesus announced to his disciples that he expected them – struggling, unknown, and 
powerless men – to take the message of his kingship throughout a world living under the 
massive and oppressive shadow of the Roman empire. Jesus gave his disciples a visionary, but 
daunting charge, which reminds us: 
 

Following Jesus is not for the fainthearted 
 
That reminder pairs with the mission our elders offered to us near the end of last year – they 
believe, considering the New Testament’s teachings about Jesus’ church, that the 151st church 
family “exists to live, and help others live, a purposeful life by being more like Jesus”. Our elders 
believe that Jesus offers us a visionary, but daunting, charge. At the end of our worship this 
evening, our elders will give us an update on their efforts to develop specific plans to help us 
realize that mission. So, in anticipation of their comments, I want to offer us a few reminders 
about our charge: 
 

God requires big things from His people 
(Genesis 1:26-28; Exodus 19:5-6; Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

Christlikeness is not negotiable 
(Romans 8:29; Galatians 3:27) 

 

Christlikeness requires change  
(Romans 6:1-14; Galatians 3:27-28; 2:20; 1 Corinthians 9:19-23) 

 

Expect discomfort 
(Galatians 5:13-14; Philippians 2:1-8; 1 Peter 2:21) 

 
 

1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Trust Jesus’ effective power  
(Matthew 28:18; Philippians 4:13) 

 

Rely on Jesus’ wisdom rather than your own thoughts 
(Colossians 2:1-3; 1 Corinthians 1:18-30) 

 

God does not expect us to do it alone 
(1 Corinthians 12:12-26; Ephesians 4:15-16; Romans 8:26-27) 

 

 
Jesus has given us an important and big mission, one that he empowers us to accomplish. We 
have to decide to take up that mission and we have to choose to embrace the helps he offers. 
We “can do all things him who strengthens” us (Philippians 4:13), if we trust him and if we 
submit ourselves to his will. We need to therefore ask ourselves, “Have I truly submitted myself 
to Jesus?”.  
 
 
 

 

 


