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MOSES’ SHINING FACE 
God choses to reveal Himself through…Moses, Exodus 34:29-35  
 
 
The Bible, near the end of Exodus, records the serious – If somewhat comical – image of Moses 
wearing a “veil”1 over his face (Exodus 34:35). The idea of Moses covering his face offers more 
than a curious bit of Israelite history; it records one of the ways that God revealed Himself to 
Israel. We will therefore consider Moses’ shining face and what it reveals to us about God. 
 
To begin thinking about the significance of Moses’ veiled face, we need to consider a series of 
scenes leading up to the incident. 
 

Exodus 16-17  
Even though God rescued Israel from its slavery in Egypt in a dramatic way that revealed His 
unique sovereignty, the nation began its relationship with God by complaining. They, after 
crossing the Red Sea and witnessing God destroy the Egyptian army, complained about their 
lack of food, wondering if God rescued them so that He could kill them in the wilderness 
(Exodus 16:1-3). Not long after complaining about their lack of food, the Israelites complained 
about their lack of water, again claiming that God brought them out of Egypt so that He could 
kill them in the wilderness (Exodus 17:1-7). 
 

Exodus 20:18-19  
After a short journey through the wilderness, Israel arrived at Mt Sinai where God announced 
His intention to appear “in the sight of the people” (Exodus 19:10-11). Rather than embracing 
the chance to ‘see’ God, the people told Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not 
let God speak to us, lest we die” (Exodus 20:18-19). They resisted God’s invitation to enter into 
a relationship with them and instead asked Moses to be their intermediary. 
 

Exodus 32:1-6  
Moses, as requested by the Israelites (Exodus 20:18-19), meet with God on Mt Sinai, which was 
covered with His presence “like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 
people of Israel” (Exodus 24:15-18). The Israelites responded to watching Moses ascend into 
God’s dramatic presence on the mountain by making an idol for themselves and worshipping it, 
violating the first terms of their newly created covenant relationship with God by (Exodus 20:1-
6; 32:1-6). 
 
 
 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 



joshua hartwigsen, 1.19.20 (am) 

 

Exodus 34:1-28  
Even though Israel’s rebellion broke their covenant with God, God graciously renewed it by 
giving Moses a second set of stone tablets that served as witnesses to His restored relationship 
with the nation (Exodus 32:15-19; 34:1, 28). 
 

Exodus 34:29-35  

After being with God for “forty days and forty nights” (Exodus 34:28; 24:18), Moses returned 
with the second set of stone tablets and “the skin of his face shone because he had been talking 
with God” (Exodus 34:29). His shining face offers a very literal, very memorable illustration of 
his role as a mediator - he literally reflected God’s holiness to Israel in a way that echoed God’s 
appearance on Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:29-35; 19:16-18). Moses therefore begins to reveal to 
readers what it looks like to be a human made in God’s image, to be a person who willingly 
submits their own will to God’s will in ways that reveals God to everyone around them (cf. 
Exodus 7:1-5, 16-17; 19:5-6). Israel, however, responded by asking Moses to hide his face. 
 

Applications 
God’s choice to reveal Himself to Israel through Moses illustrates a few things about God: 

• Moses was an unlikely person who belonged neither to Egypt nor Israel and who (initially) 
lacked the confidence to fill the role to which God called him (Exodus 3-4). God’s selection 
of Moses fits a pattern of unlikely people and things that, Paul wrote, reveals God’s power 
and wisdom in an effort to teach people to rely on Him (1 Corinthians 1:18-31). 

• God’s decision to reveal Himself through Moses demonstrates His commitment to Israel; His 
faithfulness to them despite their rebellions illustrates His faithful identity and evidences 
His desire to save people (Exodus 34:1-28; Ezekiel 18:23, 32; John 3:16-17). 

• God’s willingness to accommodate Israel’s request for Moses to be their intermediary 
despite His already expressed desire to meet the nation Himself evidences His love for them 
(Exodus 19:10-11; 20:18-19; Deuteronomy 7:7-8; cf. 1 John 4:7-8) and prepares us for His 
ongoing acts of love on behalf of both the nation and humanity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Read and reflect  
Consider Israel’s resistance to God discussed in Exodus 16:1-3; 17:1-7; 20:18-19; 32:1-6. Why do 
you think they struggled to believe God even though they witnessed the things He did to reveal 
Himself to them?  

 
Act  
In what ways do you think we, like Israel, can resist God? What things does He require that might 
lead you to push back against him as did the Israelites? What things do you think you can do to 
help you, like Moses, be more open to God’s role in your life? 
 


