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YOU SHALL KNOW THAT I AM GOD 
Exodus 6:7 
 
 
I begin most weekday mornings by waking up my sons so that they can prepare for the school 
day. I have not yet felt the need to introduce myself to my sons when I wake them; I assume 
they know who I am. If I woke them one morning and they did not know me, I would assume 
something terrible had happened and would rush them to see a doctor.  
 
We assume some continuities in our relationships, which ought to make us curious about why, 
in the Bible, God has to constantly tell people who He is. In this lesson we will consider God’s 
need to reveal Himself to humanity and what that need reveals about us. 
 

A God who reveals Himself 
• Exodus opens with God remembering His covenant with Abraham and announcing His plan 

to rescue the Israelites, Abraham’s descendants, from their slavery in Egypt (Exodus 2:23-
25).  

• God’s selection of Moses to be the one who would lead the Israelites out of Egypt (Exodus 
3:7-10), however, reveals a problem - God “knew”1 Israel but they did not know Him 
(Exodus 2:25; 3:6, 13). 

• That dilemma not only shaped the way God planned to bring Israel out of their slavery (cf. 
Exodus 6:7; 7:5; 9:13-16), it also revealed a tension between God and humanity. 

o God created humans to be in a relationship with Him (cf. Genesis 1:26-28; Revelation 
21:3; 22:1-5) and the Bible often presents seeking a relationship with God as the 
goal of human life (cf. Deuteronomy 10:12; 1 Chronicles 16:11; Ecclesiastes 11:13). 

o Humans, however, rebelled against God’s intention, resulting in separation from 
Him and a loss of knowledge about Him (Genesis 3:22-24; Hosea 4:1-3). 

o God consequently works to reestablish His relationship with humanity by revealing 
Himself to them. He, for example: 

▪ Left evidences of His “invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 
divine nature” within the creation (Romans 1:19-20). 

▪ Established human life on earth in a way that should lead people to Him (Acts 
17:26-27). 

▪ Worked within the world in obvious and dramatic ways to impress upon 
people His reality and sovereignty (cf. Exodus 6:7; 7:5; 9:13-16; Ezekiel 36:22-
36). 

▪ Worked through the lives of those who had a relationship with Him to reveal 
Himself to the people around them (Exodus 19:5-6; Deuteronomy 4:1-8). 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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▪ Revealed Himself through Jesus (John 14:8-9), whom He sent “to seek and to 
save the lost” (Luke 19:10), those outside of the relationship with Him that 
He desires. 

o Even though God works to reestablish His relationship with humanity, He only allows 
Himself to be found by those who seek Him with all their heart (Deuteronomy 4:29; 
Jeremiah 29:13-14; Matthew 7:7-8).  

o Despite His efforts to reveal Himself humanity, people often reject God to chase 
after their own interests (Matthew 7:13-14). 

 

Applications 
• Selfishness undermines the impact God’s self-revelations have within our lives (cf. James 

3:16). 

• We must not underestimate selfishness’ danger (Matthew 7:13-14). 

• Knowing God involves more than merely claiming a relationship with Him (Hosea 4:1-3; 
Matthew 7:21-23). 

• Seeking God with our heart manifests itself through our behavior (Deuteronomy 4:29; cf. 
Romans 1:18-33), which ought to motivate us to take an inventory about the content of our 
lives – what does, for example, our checkbook, our calendar, our social media reveal about 
the focus of our heart? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Read and reflect  
Read Jesus response to the Pharisees’ question about his disciples in Matthew 15:1-20. Consider 
the Pharisees’ obvious dedication to God’s law and the ways in which Jesus censors them for 
acting in ways that violates that dedication. How might the Pharisees represent people who both 
claimed to know God while acting in ways that reveals they did not know him? 

 
Act  
With the example of the Pharisees in mind, consider your own life – do you claim a relationship 
with God? Do you act in ways that undermines your claim? In what ways or areas might a 
disconnect exist between your claim to know God and your life’s content? Find one way that you 
can improve in that area and prayerfully commit yourself to doing it.  
 


