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WANDERING IN THE WILDERNESS 
A survey of Leviticus and Numbers 
 
 
After detailing the offerings that maintained the holiness of God’s tabernacle (Leviticus 1-7), the 
book of Leviticus discussed the priests’ important intermediary role through its description of 
the ordination of the priesthood, its initial service, and its failure (Leviticus 8-10).  
 

Leviticus 8-10 - priests’ ordination, service, and failure 
• Leviticus 8 records the ordination of Aaron and his sons in an involved, public ritual that 

emphasized the space separating God and humankind and, consequently, the need for 
people like the priests to operate in that space to facilitate Israel’s relationship with God. 

• The ceremony (detailed in Exodus 29) anointed, consecrated, and purified the priests in a 
similar way to the anointing, consecrating, and purifying of the tabernacle that preceded 
their ceremony (Exodus 40:9-15). The ceremony indicated the sacredness of God’s space 
and the priests’ special commission to operate within His space. 

o The ritual began with Aaron and his sons cleansing their bodies before putting on 
the special garments God commanded the Jews to make for the priests to wear 
while serving in His presence (Leviticus 8:1-13; Exodus 28:1-29:9). 

o After washing and dressing, Moses’ anointed the priests with oil to indicate their 
special commission from God (Leviticus 8:12). 

o Moses offered series of three sacrifices as part of the priests’ ordination; he offered: 
▪ A sin offering to purify the altar (the location of the priests’ service) from the 

sins of the priests (Leviticus 8:14-17). 
▪ A burnt offering petitioning the priests’ access to God (Leviticus 8:18-21). 
▪ An ordination offering to purify the priests for their service in God’s presence 

(Leviticus 8:22-29). Moses applied blood from the ordination offering to the 
priests’ right ears, right thumbs, and right big toes, a symbolic anointing that 
covered them ‘head to foot’ (Leviticus 8:23).  

o Finally, Moses applied the anointing oil and blood from the offering to the priestly 
garments Aaron and his sons wore, consecrating their clothing so that it too could 
appear before God in the tabernacle (Leviticus 8:30). 

• God designed the priests’ consecration and ordination ceremony, which combined with the 
consecration ceremony for the tabernacle (Exodus 40:9-15), to mirror the creation account 
in Genesis 1-2. 

o Like the creation account, the ceremony lasted seven days (Leviticus 8:33; Exodus 
29:35-37). 

o God strengthened the connection to the creation through the tabernacle’s Edenic 
imagery (Exodus 25:31-40; Genesis 2:9; cf. 1 Kings 6:6:29-36; Ezekiel 41:17-20, 25-
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26) and the priests’ role as God’s representatives, His image-bearers (cf. Exodus 
28:1-43). 

 

• Following the week-long ceremony establishing Israel’s priesthood, God commanded the 
priests to perform an eighth day ceremony (Leviticus 9:1). 
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o The eighth day ceremony used a sin offering, burnt offering, and peace offering to 
prepare the priesthood and the people for God’s appearance (Leviticus 9:1-23). 

o The eighth day offers another layer of symbolic meaning to the consecration of the 
tabernacle and the priesthood; the eighth day represents the day after the creation 
and carried with it the idea of a new beginning, the inauguration of something new.  

• Following the ordination and service of the priests, Leviticus records the failure of Nadab 
and Abihu, two of Aaron’s sons (Leviticus 10:1-3; cf. Leviticus 16:12).  

o Nadab and Abihu’s failure demonstrated a disregard for God’s commands and 
revealed the nation’s need to be instructed in the responsibility of holiness (Leviticus 
10:1-3, 10-11). 

o The death of Aaron’s sons introduced a second trial for the priesthood. After being 
instructed by Moses to finish their priestly duties by eating their portions of the 
offerings (Leviticus 10:12-15), Moses found that the priests instead burned the 
entirety of the “goat of the sin offering”1 (Leviticus 10:16; 6:24-30). Rather than a 
failure to fulfill their duty, Aaron explained to Moses that they refrained from eating 
because they considered themselves unworthy due to Nadab and Abihu’s sin 
(Leviticus 10:16-20), offering us an example of a God-approved exception initiated 
by the properly motivated reflection of godly people.  

 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 

APPLICATIONS 
What insights do you think Leviticus 8-10 offers us into the God-planned role of the priests? 
How do you think those insights might help us better understand our role as God’s priesthood 
today (1 Peter 2:9)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Considering the Eden and creation symbolism of the temple and the ordination ceremony, 
how do you think the priests were to act as agents of God’s ‘new creation’ in the world? How 
do you think we can act as agents of God’s ‘new creation’ in the world (cf. Ephesians 2:11-22)? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think we can learn about respecting God from both Nadab and Abihu’s failure 
and from Aaron’s decision to not eat the sin offering?  
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 


