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WANDERING IN THE WILDERNESS 
A survey of Leviticus and Numbers  
 
 
Leviticus outlines Israel’s path to restoring its covenant relationship with God, beginning with 
the sacrifices that helped establish and maintain that relationship. This class will survey the 
sacrifices described in Leviticus chapters one through seven.  
 

Laws for Israel’s ritual sacrifices, Leviticus 1-7 
• The first section of Leviticus addresses Israel’s ritual sacrifices. Although we might think 

about those sacrifices in terms of moral purity, the sacrifices maintained the holiness of 
God’s tabernacle (cf. Leviticus 15:31), the sacred space He inhabited (cf. Exodus 40:34). 

• The offerings detailed in Leviticus include: 
o The burnt offering (Leviticus 1; 6:8-13; 7:8; Numbers 15:1-10) atoned for the 

worshipper by petitioning to God with a food gift (Leviticus 1:3-4); it solicited access 
to God, which, if granted, announced the appeasement of God’s wrath (cf. Leviticus 
1:9, 13, 17). Because the offering sought access to God, worshippers often offered it 
in conjunction with other sacrifices (cf. Leviticus 16:5).  

o The grain offering (Leviticus 2; 6:14-23) could be offered in a number of forms 
(Leviticus 2; 4-8; 11) but could not contain leaven (Leviticus 2:11). While the text 
does not specify why God required grain offerings without leaven, He most likely 
intended leaven to serve as a symbol of impurity (leaven’s fermenting process alters 
the ‘natural’ state of a thing). God did, however, require salt to be added to the 
grain as a symbol of the binding nature of Israel’s covenant relationship with Him 
(Leviticus 2:13; some ancient near eastern covenants required the land of one who 
broke a covenant to be sown with salt). 

o The peace offering (Leviticus 3; 7:11-34) expressed 
gratitude and fellowship between the worshipper and 
God (it was the only sacrifice in which the worshipper 
could eat part of the offering). Even though the 
worshipper ate of the offering in fellowship with God, 
God reserved portions for Himself – the suet fat and the 
kidneys – that symbolized life and one’s inner being (cf. 
Psalm 139:13; Proverbs 23:16; Psalm 51:16-17; Jeremiah 
17:9-10). The offering thus reminded the worshipper of 
God’s absolute right to life.  

o The sin offering (Leviticus 4:1-5:13; 6:24-30) ‘decontaminated’ the tabernacle from 
the worshipper’s sins (cf. Leviticus 15:31); the priest used the blood of the sacrifice 
to purify the tabernacle rather than the worshipper (Leviticus 4:4-7, 16-18, 25, 30, 
34). Although the sin offering would have covered moral failures, it focused on ritual 
uncleanliness (ritual uncleanliness included things that were not morally wrong, cf. 

 
The first three offerings (burnt 
offering, grain offering, peace 
offering) were voluntary and 
expressed the worshipper’s 
gratitude towards God. The last 
two offerings (sin offering, guilt 
offering) were mandatory and 
provided means for life in the 
community that housed God’s 
presence. 
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Leviticus 11-14) that contaminated the holiness of God’s tabernacle. The purification 
of God’s space made atonement for the worshipper and led to their forgiveness 
(Leviticus 4:21, 26, 31, 35). 

o The guilt offering (Leviticus 5:14-6:7; 7:1-7) made reparations to God for violations 
against His holy things, including His commands (Leviticus 5:14-19). God intended 
the guilt offering for “unintentional” sins (Leviticus 5:14, 17; cf. Leviticus 6:1-3; 
Numbers 15:30-31) and divided into three offerings: 

▪ Offerings for breaches of faith through the unintentional misuse of 
something connected to God or to the tabernacle (Leviticus 5:14-16). 

▪ Offerings for breaking God’s commands unintentionally; it addressed acts of 
will made without the intent to sin or understanding of sin (Leviticus 5:17-
19).  

▪ Offerings for a “breach of faith against the Lord” through the mistreatment 
of another person’s things (Leviticus 6:1-8). 

• In addition to detailing the five offerings, Leviticus also described the regulations concerning 
the priests and the offerings (Leviticus 6:8-7:38). 

o The holy sacrifices interacted with only by the priests: 
▪ Rules for the burnt offering (Leviticus 6:8-13) 
▪ Rules for the grain offering (Leviticus 6:14-18) 
▪ Rules for the priests’ grain offering (Leviticus 6:19-23) 
▪ Rules for the sin offering (Leviticus 6:24-30) 
▪ Rules for the guilt offering (Leviticus 7:1-10) 

o Sacrifices that were not holy and could be interacted with by the worshipper – rules 
for the peace offering (Leviticus 7:11-38). 

• Hebrews 10:1-4 offers two insights into Israel’s sacrifices: 
o The sacrifices were temporary; the people and the priests had to continually offer 

them in order to maintain the purity of God’s holy tabernacle in the midst of His 
people whose sins constantly endangered its purity (Hebrews 10:1-3).  

o The sacrifices symbolized the worshipper’s humility and repentance and were 
intended by God to serve as reminders of sin and its guilt rather than mitigating 
against the judgment of sin (cf. Hebrews 9:12; 10:3-4); their purpose focused on 
protecting God’s holy space rather than forgiving sins. 
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APPLICATIONS 
What do you think the material about Israel’s sacrifices in Leviticus 1-7 reveal about God’s 
holiness and the expectations that attend His presence in the midst of His people? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
While God no longer requires the sacrifices listed in Leviticus 1-7, He does require Christians to 
“present [their] bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God” (Romans 12:1). How do 
you think the material in Leviticus 1-7 might give us insights into that expectation? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The sacrifices served as reminders to the Israelites about the sacredness of the tabernacle and 
the ways in which its sacredness impacted their lives. Can you think of any spaces we might 
have in our culture that have parallels to the specialness of the tabernacle, ones that limit who 
can enter, that have strict requirements for those who can enter and that serve a specific and 
important purpose? How might those spaces give us some insight into the tabernacle? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 


