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TO WHOM SHALL WE GO? 
John 6:66-69 
 
 
John chapter six records a lengthy exchange between Jesus and a crowd of people who 
followed him “because they saw the signs he was doing”1 (John 6:2). Jesus’ “signs”, as John 
records them in his gospel, were far more than miraculous acts of generous mercy towards 
hurting and oppressed people (cf. Matthew 11:1-6); they were deliberate demonstrations of 
Jesus’ divine, royal identity and the nature of his kingdom (cf. John 1:1-5; 5:19-29; 11:17-44).  
The crowd Jesus talked to, however, followed him, not because they understood the message 
he intended his signs to communicate, but because they physically benefitted from his signs 
(John 6:25-26).   
 
The crowd did recognize that Jesus’ actions held a deeper meaning; they understood the 
parallels between Jesus miraculously feeding them and Moses feeding the Israelites in the 
wilderness (John 6:1-14; Numbers 11:1-15). They did not, however, see the parallels between 
themselves and the people Moses led – they grumbled against Jesus just like the Israelites 
grumbled against Moses (John 6:41; Numbers 11:1-6). Their grumbling revealed their rejection 
of Jesus’ message: 

• The book of Numbers describes the mana God gave the Israelites though Moses using 
language elsewhere only used in reference to Eden (Numbers 11:7; Genesis 2:12); the 
mana thus served as a symbol of Eden and of God’s promise to give the Israelites an 
Eden-like land (cf. Genesis 12:4-7; 13:10) in which His presence would eventually dwell 
in a way parallel to His presence in Eden (Deuteronomy 12:1-28). 

• Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand in John 6:1-14 and his description of himself as “the 
bread of God” in John 6:25-35 points to his identity as one through whom God would 
restore both His presence to, and purpose for, the world (John 6:22-59; cf. Daniel 7:1-
27; Isaiah 9:1-7; 11:1-9; 65:17-25; 66:18-23); he is God’s new mana representing the 
beginning of the fulfillment of Eden’s promise. 

• Just as mana in a hostile wilderness seemed a poor representation of Eden to the 
Israelites, so too did the crowd see Jesus – a lone individual who refused to stand up 
against Rome (cf. John 6:15) – as an empty down-payment on Eden’s promise. 

 
Jesus called out the crowd for their refusal to accept his message (John 6:26, 36) and then gave 
them a provocative challenge – he called on them to feed on his flesh and drink his blood (John 
6:53-56); he challenged them to accept his identity as the giver and sustainer of life (John 6:35, 
48; 1:1-4; 5:25-27; cf. Genesis 9:4). 

 
1All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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The crowd rejected Jesus’ challenge and “many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
walked with him” (John 6:66), which prompted Jesus to then ask the twelve apostles if they also 
wanted to walk away (John 6:67). Peter’s answer offers insight into being a follower of Jesus: 
 

“To whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” 
(John 6:68) 

 

Applications 
• It is easy to follow Jesus when he gives us what we want; it is hard to follow him when he 

does not give us what we want. 

• Jesus challenges all who follow him because we often desire the wrong things (John 6:53-
56; Mark 8:34-35; Colossians 3:1ff). 

• Jesus’ intention is not merely to challenge but to offer those who follow him a better way of 
life (John 6:35; Matthew 11:28-30). 

• Sometimes, however, the way of Jesus can seem to take us into trouble rather than into 
peace (Matthew 10:34-39). 

• We might not always see where the way of Jesus will take us, but we can trust in his 
guidance; he alone “has the words of life” and knows what is best (John 6:68; Colossians 
2:2-3). 

 
  
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Read and reflect  
Read John chapter six and consider the way Jesus responded to the crowd. Why do you think he 
did not express himself in a less challenging teaching than eating his flesh and drinking his blood? 
Why do you think he chose to respond in a way that escalated the tensions between the crowd 
and himself? 

 
Act  
The crowd Jesus spoke to in John 6 revealed its unwillingness to listen to him. Is it possible that 
you might have a similar response to Jesus? Spend time this week praying for God to help you be 
more open to Jesus, focusing your prayers on any part of Jesus’ teachings that you find personally 
challenging. 
 


