
For the coming week: 
 
To help you extend the lesson and to encourage you to make 
it personal, take time during the coming week to consider the 
following items: 
 

Read and reflect  
Read Jesus’ parable of the tenants in Mark 12:1-12 
and consider Jesus’ teaching about the respect God 
expects us to show both Him and those who 
represent Him.  
 
Additionally, consider the reason the heavenly beings 
give for respecting God in Revelation 4:9-11, using it 
as a starting point to think about God’s worthiness of 
our respect. 
 
Act on your reading and reflection by considering 
how you can live a life that displays your respect for 
God. Try to identify one way you can demonstrate 
your respect and ask God to help you commit 
yourself you doing what you identify. 
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David’s respect for Saul 
 
David and Saul had a contentious and complex personal 
history. God anointed Saul to be Israel’s first king (1 Samuel 
10:1) yet Saul’s refusal to submit himself to God’s rule 
motivated God, in 1 Samuel 13, to announce His plan to 
replace Saul with “a man after [His] own heart”1. Three 
chapters later God identifies David as Saul’s replacement (1 
Samuel 16:1-13). Saul responded to David’s appointment with 
jealousy that prompted him to commit his time and resources 
as king to killing David (1 Samuel 18-24).  
 
You might expect, then, that David would rejoice when, in 2 
Samuel 1, he received news of Saul’s death. But rather than 
rejoice, David lamented. Consider, therefore, a few lessons we 
can take from David’s unexpected response to Saul’s death: 

 
David had a deep respect for God (cf. Psalm 27). 

 
David’s respect for God led him to respect Saul’s 

kingship even though God had removed it from Saul 
and had given it to him (2 Samuel 1:1-16). 

 
David mourned Saul’s death even though Saul had 

rejected God’s will, abused his authority as king, and 
mistreated him (2 Samuel 1:17-27). 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise 
noted. 

Applications 
 

• Like David, our respect for God ought to extend to the 
things of God like His church, its leaders, and His Bible. 

• Our respect for God ought to extend to all people 
regardless of our relationship with them because God 
created all people in His image and loves them. 

• Respect for God only exists in combination with trust in 
Him. 
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