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ON A MISSION FROM GOD 
1 Peter 2:9 
 
 
The phrase “a mission from God” has an almost inescapable cultural reference, at least for me; 
it points to the 1980 movie “The Blues Brothers” that narrates the comedic adventures of two 
bumbling brothers who rejected their life of crime after believing they had been given “a 
mission from God”. Nothing comedic, however, exists in the Bible’s presentation of the mission 
God gives to His people; we have a very real, very pressing “mission from God”. Understanding 
that mission prepares us to think about this month’s theme – following Jesus means dedicating 
one’s life to declaring his sovereign identity and its meaning for peoples’ lives. This lesson will 
therefore offer a big-picture understanding of that mission and its meaning for us. 
 

God, a rebellious world, and us 
• God created the world as the place where He could exercise His sovereignty in partnership 

with humans (Genesis 1:26-28; Psalm 8). 

• Human rejection of the special role God gave them to chase after their own selfish interests 
challenged God’s sovereignty and resulted in a world in rebellion (Genesis 3-11). 

• Rather than destroying humanity for its rebellion against His sovereignty, God selected 
Israel as a people through whom He would work to restore His intentions for humanity and 
the world (cf. Genesis 12:1-3).  

• Part of God’s purpose for Israel focused on their obedience to the covenant He gave them 
that would enable them to be His “kingdom of priests”1 who would mediate between Him 
and the world (Exodus 19:5-6; Deuteronomy 4:1-8). 

• God’s relationship with Israel included the announcement that He would bring from the 
nation a unique individual who would be the one through whom He would restore His rule 
over a rebellious world (cf. Daniel 7:1-14; 2:31-45; Isaiah 11:1-9). 

• The New Testament presents Jesus as that promised individual and it presents the church – 
the group of people committed to following his example and teachings – as God’s new 
Israel and the inheritors of Israel’s mission to be a “kingdom of priests” (Galatians 3:15-29; 
1 Peter 2:9). 

• Even though the church inherits Israel’s mission, the mission no longer revolves around 
God’s covenant with Israel; the mission now revolves around Jesus. Consider: 

o God gave Jesus “all authority in heaven and on earth” and Jesus charges his church 
with the responsibility of announcing his authority to the world (Matthew 28:18-20; 
cf. Daniel 7:13-14). 

o The message of Jesus’ authority is ‘good news’ (“gospel”) because it announces the 
conclusion of God’s plan to resubmit the world to His rule – Jesus is going to defeat 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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all of God’s enemies and submit everything to Him so “that God may be all in all” (1 
Corinthians 15:1-28). 

o The church announces the reality of Jesus’ authority and purpose through its own 
submission to his rule. For example: 

▪ The church acknowledges Jesus’ authority over their lives (Ephesians 1:15-
23). 

▪ The church submits itself to Jesus’ authority through its effort to become like 
him (Ephesians 4:15-16). 

▪ The church’s submission to Jesus’ authority creates a unity among its 
members that reveals the wisdom of God’s plan through Jesus (Ephesians 
2:11-3:13). 

▪ The church’s unity evidences Jesus’ authority because their embrace of his 
example leads to the protection and development of that unity (Ephesians 
4:1-3; 5:1-6:4; John 13:34-35; Philippians 2:1-11). 

 

Applications 
• Evangelism concerns itself with a message far more important than merely one’s personal 

salvation – it announces Jesus’ new world order. 

• Evangelism announces God’s invitation to people to be a part of Jesus’ kingdom. 

• Evangelism calls people to submit their lives to God’s control, expressed through their 
dedication to following the example and teachings of Jesus. 

• Evangelism participates in the mission God has always given to His people – live in the world 
in ways that faithfully represents Him and His will. 

• Evangelism is a lifestyle that combines our actions and our words 

• Evangelism is a non-negotiable expectation of following Jesus. 
 
 
We have “a mission from God”. But God has not only given us a mission; He has entrusted a 
significant part of His plan to us – He has given to us the responsibility of representing Him in 
the world in ways that convinces the world to submit to His rule. Understanding our mission 
raises the obvious question, “Am I fulfilling the mission God has given me?” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


