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FATHER FORGIVE THEM 
Luke 23:34-35 
 
 
God calls Christians “to be conformed to the image of his Son”1 (Romans 8:29); it is our calling, 
our mission in the world. Conforming ourselves to Jesus’ image means that we pour ourselves 
into the template of his life and teachings. Pouring one’s self into his example, however, reveals 
areas where Jesus acted very differently than we might act. We will consider one of those areas 
in this lesson – Jesus’ practice of forgiveness – and think about what his example means for our 
lives. 
 

Rejected yet forgiving 
To begin to appreciate Jesus’ practice of forgiveness, we need to consider the larger story of 
God’s plan to being Jesus into the world. 

• God responded to humanity’s rebellion by promising to bless the world through Abraham 
and his family (Genesis 12:1-3). 

• God’s promise gave Abraham’s family an important identity and purpose, yet their history 
shows they chose to reject that identity and purpose (cf. Judges 2:11-19). 

• God’s faithfulness to His promise and Israel’s stubborn rejection of God’s plan for them 
eventually led God to issue a series of prophecies about a coming figure, a messianic king, 
who would rally and restore God’s people and fulfill His promise to them (cf. Isaiah 9:2-7; 
11:1-9; 53:1-12; Ezekiel 37:15-28; Daniel 7:13-14). 

• The New Testament opens with record of John the Baptist’s birth and ministry that reveals 
him to be the prophet God said would identify the messianic king who would bring about 
the fulfillment of God’s promises (Malachi 4:5-6; Matthew 3:1-6; 11:13-14; 17:9-13; John 
1:21). 

• John identified Jesus as the messiah (cf. John 1:21) and Jesus strengthened John’s 
identification with his miraculous actions that demonstrated his identity and authority (cf. 
Mark 2:1-11; John 5:32-37). 

• Even God Himself publicly announced Jesus’ identity (Matthew 3:16-17; John 12:27-30). 

• Despite the evidences proving Jesus’ identity, the Jews – who God had been preparing for 
Jesus’ arrival (Galatians 3:19-23) – rejected him. 

o Jesus said they refused to come to him (John 5:39). 
o They rejected his claims and even tried to kill him on multiple occasions (Luke 4:16-

30; John 8:58-59). 
o The religious leaders, in particular, sought to destroy Jesus (Matthew 12:9-14). They, 

for example: 
▪ Credited his miracles to the Devil (Matthew 12:22-28). 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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▪ Repeatedly tried to “trap” him (Matthew 16:1; 22:15-23). 
▪ Plotted to kill him (Matthew 26:3-4). 
▪ Arrested him and subjected him to an illegal trial filled with false witnesses 

(cf. Matthew 26:59-60). 
▪ Coerced Pilate into killing Jesus and willingly claimed Caesar as their king 

instead of Jesus (John 19:12-16; Luke 23:13-25; Mark 15:11). 
▪ Mocked Jesus while standing at his cross watching him die (Matthew 27:41-

43). 

• Jesus responded to his people’s rejection of him and the religious leaders’ abuses against 
him in a surprising way; he prayed: 

 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do”  

Luke 23:34-35 
 

Applications 
• God calls us to be like Jesus, who embodies the forgiveness He shows to us (Luke 23:34-45; 

John 3:16-17). 

• What kind of forgiveness do you show to the people around you? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Read Luke’s account of Jesus’ betrayal, trial, and death in Luke 22:14-
23:49, the account in which Jesus prayed for God to forgive the Jews who 
orchestrated his death and who mocked him while he hung on the cross. 
 
Reflect on how Jesus’ prayer of forgiveness reveals the pattern of his life 
and the character of God. Consider how that pattern should express itself 
within your life.  
 
Act on your reading and your reflecting by identifying one way you can be 
a more forgiving person in your family and in your workplace. 
 


