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HOW CAN I GIVE YOU UP? 
Hosea’s story of forgiveness, Hosea 11:1-9 
 
 
Someone somewhere said, “Marriage is hard work.” Part of its challenge comes from the 
mixture of selflessness and dedication, a combination that does not come easily for many 
people. Even though we live in a society that values the qualities that make a successful 
marriage, we nevertheless live in a society filled with broken marriages. Our experiences with 
that reality offer us a window into the message of the prophet Hosea whose life and message 
communicated God’s condemnation of Israel’s unfaithfulness to their relationship with God. 
But, even in the midst of His condemnation, God still revealed His forgiveness. We will 
therefore consider Hosea’s message and its meaning for our lives. 
 

Marriage, unfaithfulness, divorce, and restoration 
Hosea’s message addressed the northern kingdom of Israel, a nation formed from the eleven 
Jewish tribes God stripped from king Solomon as punishment for his disregard of his covenant 
relationship with God (1 Kings 11:9-13). Even though God formed the Israel in response to 
Solomon’s unfaithfulness, the northern kingdom did not pay attention to Solomon’s example 
and itself embraced unfaithfulness (2 Kings 17:7-17). God consequently sent Hosea to deliver to 
Israel a message of coming punishment and future restoration.  

• Hosea opens with the story of Hosea’s marriage to the Gomer, “a wife of whoredom”1 
whose unfaithfulness to Hosea mirrored Israel’s unfaithfulness to God (Hosea 1:1-3). 

• While Gomer mirrored Israel’s unfaithfulness to God, Hosea’s surprising commitment to 
Gomer represented God’s faithfulness to Israel (Hosea 3:1). 

• Even though He remained faithful to Israel, the nation’s ongoing unfaithfulness to God 
prompted Him to commission Hosea to announce His divorce case against the nation 
(Hosea 4:1-3). His announcement outlined the grounds for God’s case that included things 
like the nation’s: 

o Worship of idols rather than their worship of God (Hosea 4:7-14; 8:4-6). 
o Trust in foreign nations rather than their trust in God (Hosea 7:11-13). 
o Mistreatment of one another that revealed their rejection of God in favor of their 

own selfish interests (Hosea 4:1-3; 7:1-7). 

• Hosea’s message concludes with a restatement of Israel’s rebellion that draws parallels 
between their sins and the Jewish people’s history of rebellion against God like, for 
example, the stories of Jacob (Hosea 12:2-6), Israel’s wilderness wandering (Hosea 12:7-
13:8), and king Saul (Hosea 13:9-11). The parallels reveal an important message – God had, 
for a long time, patiently endured the nation’s rebellion against Him. 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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• Despite the Israel’s rejection of God during Hosea’s time – a rejection that followed a 
longstanding pattern of rebellion against God – Hosea nevertheless announced God’s love 
for Israel and His plan to heal them and restore His relationship with them (Hosea 3:1-5; 
11:8-9; 14:4-7). 

 

Applications 
• If God remained faithful to Israel during their open hostility towards Him, then we can be 

confident that He will remain faithful to us even in the midst of our struggles. 

• God’s faithfulness does not, however, mean that we will not endure consequences for our 
failings. 

• God’s faithfulness does mean that He will work to accomplish our ultimate good (cf. 
Romans 8:28-29). 

• Israel’s history in the Bible narrates the nation’s struggles to remain faithful to God. Their 
history offers us a mirror in which we can see our own struggles. Let us therefore learn from 
their failures so that we do not have to repeat them in our own lives.  

• The forgiveness God extended to Israel through His promises of healing and restoration find 
expression for us in God’s plan for Jesus’ place in our lives (cf. John 3:16-17). God’s gracious, 
forgiving character ought to reshape us into people who are also gracious and forgiving 
(Matthew 18:21-35).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Read through Hosea and note the places where Hosea announces God’s 
future plans to heal Israel and restore His relationship with them. 
Compare those passages to God’s description of Israel’s rebellion in 1 
Kings 17:7-17. 
 
Reflect on God’s plans for Israel and consider what it means for God’s 
intentions for your life. 
 
Pray this week, thanking God for His gracious forgiveness and asking for 
His guidance and patience as you work to become more like Him in your 
relationships with the people in your life. 
 


