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THE WEIGHTIER MATTERS 
Faithfulness, Matthew 23:23 
 
 
We believe God calls us to be people dedicated to following Jesus. Part of following him 
involves balancing our understanding of God’s law in ways that reflect Jesus’ own 
understandings and he asserted that some things in God’s law have more weight than other 
things. In particular, he cited justice, mercy, and faithfulness as the weightiest matters. We 
have consequently been exploring Jesus’ comment about the “weightier matters”1 in Matthew 
23:23 this month, an exploration we will conclude by considering the final weightier matter – 
“faithfulness”. 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites” 
Jesus offered a scathing condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees, individuals who prided 
themselves on their authority as religious leaders among God’s people (Matthew 23:1-12). He 
denounced them for neglecting “the weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and 
faithfulness” (Matthew 23:23). To understand why Jesus described faithfulness as a weightier 
matter, we need to consider its presentation in the Bible.  

• The Bible connects faithfulness and obedience (Hebrews 11:1-38); obedience is the 
expression of one’s faith and explains why James wrote that “faith by itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead” (James 2:14-17). 

• God characterizes obedience in the Bible in a very specific way – obedience is listening to 
His voice (Exodus 19:5; 2 Kings 18:9-12; cf. Matthew 28:18). 

o The Hebrew used in the Old Testament makes the connection between listening to 
God and obeying Him clear. 

▪ The word used most often in the Old Testament for “obey” (shama) is also 
the word for “hear” or “listen”; no separate word for “obey” exists in the Old 
Testament.  

▪ Consider, for example, 2 Samuel 22:45 - “as soon as they heard (shama) of 
me, they obeyed (shama) me”.  

o Faithfulness, therefore, concerns itself with much more than merely what one does; 
it focuses on listening to God, believing what He says, and acting on those beliefs. 

• Obedience’s connection to listening to God reminds us that the obedience He desires 
requires more than perfunctory actions; obedience develops out of a relationship built on 
one’s appreciation of His worthiness and goodness (Deuteronomy 6:4-6, 20-25; 1 John 5:3; 
4:7-10). 

• The relationship with God that motivates obedience ought to result in a lifestyle marked by 
practices that reflect God’s holy identity (Deuteronomy 6:4-6; Amos 4:1-12; 5:14-15, 21-24). 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Jesus’ condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees for neglecting faithfulness thus indicted them 
with a serious charge – neglecting faithfulness revealed their lack of a relationship with God (cf. 
John 16:1-3). Consider, for example, the things Jesus said about them: 

• They were more interested in exalting themselves rather than exalting God (Matthew 23:1-
12). 

• They disrespected God and His temple by focusing more on legal technicalities rather than 
God’s character (Matthew 23:16-22).  

 

Applications 
With both Jesus’ emphasis upon faithfulness and the negative example of the scribes and 
Pharisees in mind, we should ask ourselves questions like, “How does one develop faithfulness 
and in what ways might it express itself within their life?”.  

• No faithfulness to God can exist in the absence of a relationship with Him. 

• Obedience to laws does not necessarily mean faithfulness to God. 

• While obeying God’s specific commands certainly holds a place in faithfulness, God places 
more emphasis upon character transformation expressed through one’s relationships with 
the people around them. 

• We should, therefore: 
o Focus on helping people understand God’s character, especially as revealed through 

Jesus. 
o Show how God’s commands develop out of His character and seek to cultivate in us 

that reflects His identity. 
o Work to cultivate our relationship with God through things like reading, study, 

prayer, meditation; focus on being with Him and not merely learning about Him. 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Read Hosea 4:1-3 and Hosea’s indictment of Israel for their lack of 
faithfulness and notice the consequences of their unfaithfulness.  
 
Reflect on why the lack of a relationship with God results in the things 
Hosea described in Hosea 4:1-3 and consider what kinds of behaviors 
would develop out of a relationship with God. 
 
Act on your reading and your reflecting by considering your behavior in 
your relationships; do you act in ways that reveal your own relationship 
with God? In what ways might you act in your relationships that more 
clearly reveal God? 
 


