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TEACH THEM TO LOVE JESUS 
John 14:15 
 
 
Few things in Christianity make Christians more uncomfortable (or fearful) than the topic of 
evangelism.  In addition to the fear of embarrassment over not knowing how to answer 
someone’s questions, fears about rejection, hostility and about appearing judgmental in our 
increasingly ecumenical, tolerant, and post-Christian culture conspire to limit our evangelism.  
But the New Testament’s teachings, as well as Christian history, reveal evangelism’s central 
place in the church’s identity and mission in the world.  Too often, however, evangelism tends 
to focus on the beliefs and practices of the church or religious group to which the one 
evangelizing belongs.  We want to consider in this lesson that evangelism should instead focus 
on teaching people to fall in love with Jesus. 
 

Jesus’ Great Commission and us 
• Matthew’s gospel concludes with Jesus issuing the ‘great commission’ to his disciples 

(Matthew 28:18-20). It is important to note the things Jesus’ commanded his disciples: 
o “Make disciples of all nations” 1 (Matthew 28:19), a command that focuses on 

convincing people to dedicate themselves to following Jesus and learning from him. 
o “Baptizing them” (Matthew 28:19), an act Paul describes as one’s intentional 

reenactment of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection that carries with it the 
expectation of committing to learning to live like Jesus (Romans 6:1-13; 8:29-30).  

o “Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded” (Matthew 28:20), 
dedication to the knowable body of Jesus’ teachings that should define the thinking 
and actions of those who follow him. 

o Jesus’ commission to his disciples first focuses on convincing people to dedicate 
their lives to him, which leads to conversion to Jesus and obedience to Jesus. 

• A good reason exists for Jesus’ insistence that his disciples convert people to him - he 
understood that obedience to him comes through one’s love of him (John 14:15, 21, 23-24).  

• While Jesus’ commission in Matthew 28:18-20 applies directly to the apostles, other 
passages in the New Testament extend that same mission to us (cf. Colossians 4:5-6; 1 Peter 
2:9; 3:15-16). And, as with the disciples, our obligation to teach people to obey Jesus 
focuses on teaching people to love him (cf. John 14:15; 1 John 5:1-3). 

• The responsibility to teach people to love Jesus pairs with the command to teach them to 
obey him (Matthew 28:20) in a precise, necessary balance. 

o Teaching people to love Jesus includes teaching ‘doctrine’ (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 
8:26-39). 

o An improper balance between love and obedience will lead to things like: 
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▪ Right actions for wrong or misinformed reasons (Matthew 7:21-23; Acts 
19:1-6). 

▪ Claims of right motives that pair with wrong actions (John 16:1-3).  
▪ The elevation of the church and its teachings above Jesus, converting people 

to a religious organization rather than to the person of Jesus (cf. 1 
Corinthians 1:11-13). 

o Emphasis should therefore be given to Jesus because ‘knowing’ him (forming a 
loving relationship with him) and obeying his teachings/doctrines inseparably bind 
together in a clear hierarchy (John 14:23-24; 17:3; 16:1-3). 

 
So, what do we do?  
 

Focus on the gospels’ accounts of Jesus’ life 
 

Show Jesus’ central place in the larger story of the Bible 
 

Show how your beliefs and practices find their 
foundation in Jesus’ life and in his teachings 

 
Develop your own Christlikeness so that your life serves 

as a testimony to your message about Jesus 
 
 
Jesus, like he did with his apostles, has commissioned us to represent him and his will in the 
world by helping people learn to fall in love with him.  While that expectation might seem 
unreasonable, it only asks that we talk to people about Jesus in ways that mirror the Bible’s 
presentation of Jesus and that we live in ways that redirect peoples’ attentions to him.  Our 
purpose is to focus people on Jesus so that his character can begin to transform them.  The 
question for us, then, is, “Do we focus the peoples’ attentions around us on Jesus through both 
our words and our example?” 
 
 


