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CONTINUITY AND CHANGE 
James 1:17 
 
 
I commonly meet people who, after learning that I am a minister, comment that the Bible 
confuses them.  We understand (from experience) that the Bible can be an intimidating book 
with sometimes seemingly elusive purposes connecting its various parts together. The 
connection between the Old and New Testaments offers one example where readers today 
sometimes miss the elements God intends to unite the two parts of the Bible. We will therefore 
take time to explore some of the features of the Old Testament that extend into the New 
Testament, their connection to Jesus, and how Jesus’ place in them both creates continuity and 
change.  
 

Continuity and change between covenants 
• Although the Law of Moses provides the covenant that governs the majority of the Old 

Testament story, it does include clear references to a new, future covenant (cf. Jeremiah 
31:31-32). 

• The gospels record Jesus’ teaching that he ushered in the new covenant predicted in the 
Law of Moses.  For example: 

o He told the woman in Sychar that the Mosaic covenant’s requirement to only 
worship God in the Jerusalem temple would soon be removed (John 4:19-23).  

o Jesus told his disciples that he was inaugurating a new covenant through his blood 
(Matthew 26:26-28; Jeremiah 31:31-34). 

• Even though the book of Hebrews argues at length that Jesus’ covenant is a “better” 
covenant (Hebrews 5:1-10:18), it still contained elements that surprised, and even upset, 
many adherents to the Law of Moses (cf. Acts 15:1-29; 21:17-26).  

• The change between the Mosaic Law and the Law of Christ included changes in the way God 
commanded people to worship Him, changes that shape the way we worship today while 
maintaining continuity between the two covenants.  Consider the following areas in which 
we can find both continuity and change: 
 

Both covenants include a temple where God meets with His people 
Exodus 25:8; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19-20 

 

Both covenants include a priesthood that serves God 
Exodus 28:1; 29:9; 19:5-6; 1 Peter 2:4-9 

 

Both covenants include sacrifices to God 
Leviticus 1-7; 1 Peter 2:4-5; Romans 12:1 
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Both covenants include music in worshipping God 
2 Chronicles 29:25; Ephesians 5:19 

 

Both covenants include a special day to worship God 
Exodus 20:8-10; Deuteronomy 5:12-15; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 11:17-18, 20, 33; 

Hebrews 10:25; Matthew 28:1-6 
 

Both covenants include a rite initiating people into its relationship 
Genesis 17:9-14; Colossians 2:11-12 

 
 

Applications 
• Resist the temptation to give simplistic answers to doctrinal questions; we keep people 

from seeing the harmonious integrity of the Bible when we give short-cut answers (2 
Timothy 2:15). 

• God’s expectations have remained consistent across covenants and reminds us that God 
has not/will not change His expectations for our lives (James 1:17). 

• The changes between the Law of Moses and the Law of Christ indicate an overt shift away 
from more external things to more internal things – God expects more from people today 
because of His complete work in Jesus (Galatians 3:19-4:7). 

 


