
joshua hartwigsen, 7.28.19 (Sunday am) 

 

LOVE ENEMIES 
Matthew 5:43-48 
 
 
Jesus’ teachings about wealth or his teachings about marriage and divorce often solicit 
uncomfortable responses from readers. Even Jesus’ disciples initially responded with surprise to 
what they thought were unreasonably strict standards (cf. Matthew 19:1-10, 16-25). Those 
passages do not, however, exist in isolation and must be understood in relation to Jesus’ other 
teaching about mercy, grace, and compassion in ways that do not minimize their challenge nor 
disregard the importance of the “weightier matters of the law”1 (Matthew 23:23). 
 
Jesus’ challenging teachings extend beyond money and marriage to also include his repeated 
command to love one’s enemies. As part of our month-long series about the defining place love 
ought to have within the lives of those who follow Jesus, we will consider his challenging 
teachings about loving one’s enemies, its place within the Bible’s larger body of teachings, and 
the ways it ought to express itself within our lives.   

 

Love your enemy 
While a number of considerations play a role in determining one’s posture towards their 
enemies, a few basic teachings outline the contours of the love God expects us to have towards 
our enemies. Consider: 
 

Biblical wisdom involves protecting one’s enemies 
Proverbs 24:17-18 
Proverbs 25:21-22 

Exodus 23:4-5 
 

Biblical wisdom involves protecting one’s enemies because it 
mirrors God’s behavior 

Matthew 5:43-48; Luke 6:35-36 
John 3:16-17; Romans 5:6-11 

 

Jesus both models God’s treatment of enemies and the way we 
should treat our enemies  

Matthew 5:43-48 
Matthew 18:15-35; Luke 23:34 

                                                      
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Luke 6:27-36 
Luke 10:25-37 

John 13:3-17, 34-35; Philippians 2:1-7 
 

Applications 
• God calls us to represent His will and His rule in the world through our lives (1 Peter 2:9), 

which expresses itself primarily through our daily, God-shaped behavior (1 Peter 2:11-3:17). 

• God-shaped behavior begins by recognizing God’s treatment of us and using it as a model 
for the way we treat others (1 John 4:7-11; Matthew 5:43-48). 

• Jesus’ example offers another layer to loving one’s enemies – while we should willingly 
endure hardship in effort to be more like God, being more like God includes defending the 
people around us, especially those unable to defend themselves (Matthew 5:43-48; 
Deuteronomy 10:17-18). 

• We must trust in God’s sovereign rule; if we do not trust Him, we will not be able to love 
our enemies (cf. Matthew 6:25-33). 

• We must consider the influence of our individualistic, rights-driven society on our thinking 
and how those influences compare to both Jesus’ example and his teachings.  

 
 
 For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Jesus lived in a world with more “real” enemies than we tend to have in 
our communities. Given the differences between the dangers of his world 
and the relative peace of our world, Read Matthew 5:43-48 and then 
spend time consider the following items. 

• Make a list of “enemies”, whoever they might be, and spend time 
offering prayers for the good of each person(s) on your list. 

• Select someone from the list you made and consider one way you 
can show love to them and then commit to doing that one thing. 

 


