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LOVE OTHERS 
Romans 13:8-10 
 
 
Paul made a sweeping comment in Romans 13:8-10 when he wrote, “love is the fulfilling of the 
law”1. He “summed up” all of God’s laws concerning the tabernacle and temple, all of the laws 
concerning the priesthood and its sacrifices, all of the laws concerning Israel’s interaction with 
the other nations in the simple phrase, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself”. Paul had 
good reason for his understanding – Jesus himself offered the same assessment in Matthew 
22:34-40. We will therefore consider both Paul and Jesus’ understanding about the love we 
should have for one another by trying to see it within the larger biblical story.  
 

Genesis 2:4-25 
God’s planned for humans to live in mutually codependent relationships through which they 
would be made ‘whole’, relationships He intended to mirror His own triune identity and to 
model the relationship He desires to have with humanity. 

 

Genesis 3-4 
Rather than embracing His plan, Humans rebelled against God. The Bible’s record of humanity’s 
rebellion reveals that it primarily expresses itself in selfish, abusive behaviors. 
 

Ezekiel 33:11; Romans 5:6-11 
God seeks to reconcile His relationship with humanity in spite of humanity’s rebellion against 
His purposes. A key part of His reconciliation effort centers on instructing people to have right 
relationships by acting like Him. Consider, for example: 

• God’s presentation of Himself shapes His expectations for humanity (Exodus 34:5-7; 
James 5:11). 

• God’s expectations seek to create relationships that mirror His own behavior (Leviticus 
19:2, 9-18, 33-34; Deuteronomy 10:12-17). 

• God’s definition of “good” therefore focuses more on relational concerns rather than 
ceremonial ones (Micah 6:6-8; Jeremiah 7:1-15). 

• “Good” behavior focuses on indiscriminately loving people in ways that mirrors God’s 
own love for humanity (Matthew 5:43-48; 1 John 4:7-11). 

• Jesus becomes our model for understanding, and practicing, God’s love (John 13:34-35; 
Philippians 2:1-5). 

 

                                                      
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Applications 
We often have an easier time talking about our need to love other people than we have 
thinking about the ‘look’ of such a love in practice. Consider, therefore, some of the ways the 
indiscriminate, Jesus-styled love for others should manifest itself within our lives.  

• Practice real, selfless forgiveness (Matthew 18:21-35). 

• Use your resources to help other people and not yourself (Luke 12:33-34; Ephesians 
4:28). 

• Allow your concern for others to override your rights (Matthew 5:38-42).  

• Allow people to take advantage of you (Luke 6:27-36). 

• Learn to feel genuine and compelling compassion for other people (Matthew 9:10-13). 

• Look for, and cultivate, the good in people instead of presuming the worst (Matthew 
9:9-13; John 3:16-17). 

• Practice love and generosity towards those who work against you (Matthew 5:43-48). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Paul describes the church family as a body in which we, motivated by our 
love for one another, share in one another’s’ joys, sorrows, and concerns 
(1 Corinthians 12:18-26). Read Paul’s comments in that passage this 
week and then consider the following items. 

• Find someone in the church family that you do not normally engage 
and make time to talk to them and get to know them better. 

• Consider the people on our prayer list and find a needed, 
meaningful way to serve someone on that list. 

• Spend time thinking about the way you would like your fellow 
church members to treat you and then pick one or two specific 
things you would like to receive from others and do it for someone 
this week.  


