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LOVE GOD 
Matthew 22:34-38 
 
 
“If you love me, let me go.” 
 
“If you love someone, do not try to change them.” 
 
Sentiments like the one’s mentioned above illustrate popular ideas about love in our culture 
that would, at the very least, make us cringe in response to hearing someone commanding 
another person to love them. Demanding love from another person does not harmonize with 
our society’s portrayal of love as a spontaneous, free, and emotional thing outside of one’s 
control (we “fall in love” and we “fall out of love”) yet we repeatedly find God commanding 
people to love Him in the Bible, which raises the question – how should we think about God’s 
command to love Him? We will therefore, in this lesson, consider that command and its place in 
the love that should define us as followers of Jesus.  
 
Consider: 
 

God commands love 
Deuteronomy 6:5; 10:12 

Joshua 22:5 
Matthew 22:34-38 

 

God reveals His worthiness of our love 
Exodus 34:6-7 

Deuteronomy 10:12-18 
Psalm 136 

1 John 4:7-10 
 

God’s goal is a relationship with us 
Revelation 21:1-4 

Hosea 1:1-3:5 
Luke 13:34; 19:41-44 
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We cannot be acceptable to God if we do not 
enter the relationship with Him that He desires 

Deuteronomy 11:1-32 
John 14:15, 21, 23-24 

1 John 2:1-6; 5:3 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-11 

 

Applications 
• God is worthy of our love. 

• Loving God cannot be separated from obeying Him. 

• God is not a dictator; His worthiness of love reveals the goodness of His will for our lives in 
such a way that obeying Him becomes our desire and a benefit to our lives.  

• God reveals His worthiness, and His love for us, through Jesus; if we do not know Jesus, we 
cannot love God. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Read Psalm 136, a psalm detailing God’s faithful love to the Israelites and 
then take time to consider your own personal history: 

• How has God revealed His faithful love to you in your life? 

• Have your experiences of God’s faithful love motivated your 
growing obedience to Him? How has your growing obedience 
changed you? 

• Spend time in prayer thanking God for His faithful love and asking 
for His help in becoming a more lovingly obedient person. 


