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CALLED TO SUFFER 
1 Peter 2:20-21 
 
 
One of my friends let me know about an organization that recently held a convention in the 
area promoting their goal of helping persecuted Christians around the world. While such efforts 
serve a real need by raising awareness of, and help for, the problems people around the world 
encounter because of their belief in Jesus, the New Testament offers a few curious 
counterexamples to that purpose. Paul, for example, embraced his suffering while Peter even 
told people they should rejoice in their suffering – imagine the attendees’ response to someone 
at that convention telling persecuted Christians to rejoice in their persecution… We, I think, 
would (rightly) agree that following Jesus would include helping persecuted people, so what are 
we to do with things like Paul and Peter’s comments? We will therefore consider suffering’s 
place in the new identity God gives to us through Jesus and its place within our lives.  
 

Suffering, Christlikeness, and a fallen world 
• Even though Jesus promised rest and peace to those who follow him (cf. Matthew 11:28-

30), the New Testament clearly announces that anyone following him should also expect 
suffering (John 15:18-20; 2 Timothy 3:10-12).  

• Peter adds an important insight into suffering’s place in the lives of Jesus’ followers – Jesus’ 
suffering offers “an example”1 for us, revealing that suffering is part of Christians’ new 
identity (1 Peter 2:20-21). 

• But we must be clear - God does not plan for, nor desire, our suffering (cf. Jeremiah 29:4-14; 
James 1:16-17); it instead exists as a consequence of individual’s evil choices and of Satan’s 
activity in the world (James 4:1-3; Revelation 12:9, 17). 

• Even though suffering connects to sin, it is more than simply a trial one must endure; God 
uses suffering to provide opportunity to Christians (Philippians 1:29; 1 Peter 4:13-16). For 
example:  

 

Suffering allows us to display Jesus’ salvation  
2 Corinthians 4:7-12 

 

Suffering teaches us to rely on Jesus 
2 Corinthians 12:8-10 

 
 

                                                      
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Suffering makes us co-heirs with Jesus 
Romans 8:16-17 

 

Suffering builds character and hope in one’s life 
Romans 5:3-5 

 

Applications 
• We are blest to live in a society marked by peace and prosperity, but that peace and 

prosperity also creates challenges. For example, people too often attribute to our nation’s 
peace and prosperity to our political, military, and economic practices rather than to God 
(cf. Deuteronomy 8:1-20). 

• Peace and prosperity offer very effective tools for Satan to use against us (cf. Matthew 6:24; 
1 Timothy 6:9-10). 

• Trusting Jesus in suffering requires a changed perspective about our self and the world 
around us (Philippians 3:8-11; Galatians 2:20). 

• The selfless love that ought to define us means that we should have a different posture 
towards our suffering than we have towards the suffering of others (cf. Matthew 5:38-42; 
Philippians 2:1-8). 

• The New Testament’s teaching about suffering reminds us of God’s beneficent sovereignty 
– He turns the tragedy of suffering into an opportunity for blessing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Read Peter’s comments about suffering and Jesus in 1 Peter 2:18-25 and 
then read the accounts of Jesus’ death (Matthew 26-27; Mark 14:32-
15:27; Luke 22:39-23:56; John 18-19) and consider the following things: 

• Spend time in prayer focused on asking God for insight into the 
example of Jesus’ suffering on your behalf. 

• Identify one person you know who is suffering and offer focused 
prayers for them and find a way to help them (or at least encourage 
them) this week. 


