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NEW HEARTS 
Ezekiel 36:26-27 
 
 
The prophet Jeremiah, writing on the brink of national disaster brought about by his country’s 
persistent rebellion against God, wrote that “the heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately sick”1 (Jeremiah 17:9). His bleak assessment offers insight not only into his own 
dark times, but into all human history as well.  But the Bible seeks to do far more than merely 
record humanity’s struggles; it seeks to resolve them. We will therefore explore God’s 
surprising solution the heart problem pointed about by Jeremiah and consider its meaning for 
our lives.   
 

Old Testament tension and New Testament resolution 
• The narrative in the first five books of the Bible ends with a dilemma - the Israelites’ failure 

to obey God challenged His intention to bless the world through them (Genesis 12:1-3; 
Deuteronomy 31:27). 

• But the story does not merely end with a dilemma, it also ends with the solution - God 
promised to “circumcise” the peoples’ hearts so that they would love and obey Him 
(Deuteronomy 30:6). 

• Almost a millennium later Jeremiah and Ezekiel picked up Moses’ metaphor of circumcised 
hearts as part of their response to the Jews’ long-standing rebellion against God.   

o Israel’s history of hard-heartedness revealed they had become like Pharaoh (cf. 
Jeremiah 3:17; 5:23; 7:24; 9:13-14; 11:6-8; 13:8-10; 16:10-12; 18:11-12; 23:16-17 

o God, however, did not respond to Israel as He did to Pharaoh – He promised to give 
them a new heart (Jeremiah 24:7; 31:31-34: 32:36-40).  

o God additionally announced that He would use the Holy Spirit to accomplish His 
promise to change their hearts (Ezekiel 11:17-20; 18:30-31; 36:25-27). 

• Instead of witnessing the fulfillment of God’s promise to give the people new hearts, the 
Old Testament ends with Malachi’s admonition for people to wait for God’s coming 
messenger who would announce the time when God would restore the peoples’ hearts 
(Malachi 4:5-6). 

• The gospels open by identifying John the Baptist as the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy 
and the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s promise to fix the peoples’ hearts (Matthew 
3:1-12; 11:7-14). 

• John accomplished his task by pointing to Jesus and declaring him to be the one who would 
fulfill God’s promises (John 1:29-34; Matthew 5:16). 

o Jesus’ ministry was specially connected to the Holy Spirit (cf. Luke 3:21-22; 4:1, 14), 
giving him the authority to “baptize [people] with the Holy Spirit”, sending the Spirit 

                                                      
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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to indwell God’s people (Luke 3:16; John 1:29-34; 14:25-26; 16:5-15; cf. Acts 2:1-4, 
38; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19). 

o The Holy Spirit, given by Jesus, circumcises peoples’ hearts, making them recipients 
of God’s promises of a new heart (Colossians 2:9-12; Romans 2:28-29). 

 

Applications 
• God’s story of Israel’s hardened heart illustrates for us the potential that we too can 

develop hard hearts (Hebrews 3:1-4:11). 

• God activity to change people’s hearts through Jesus reminds us of an important point - 
heart and actions cannot be separated (Matthew 15:10-19).  We can therefore assess the 
health of our hearts by examining the content and focus of our actions. 

• Jesus’ teachings in Matthew 5:21-48 illustrate for us the look of a God-transformed heart, 
revealing that a proper heart goes beyond merely the actions expected by God; it also 
transforms the thinking and motivations that generate those actions. 

• Jesus really can change people’s hearts; we should focus everything we do on Jesus so that 
we can create opportunities for people to encounter him through our lives. 

 
 
While the long story of Israel’s hard heart and of God’s effort to give them a new heart might 
seem like a story of failure, it instead narrates a story of God’s patient, merciful, and gracious 
character that gives rebellious people the time and help they need to change. It is a story that 
reminds us of God’s worthiness and of our need to devote ourselves to Him. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Read Psalm 51, David’s psalm of repentance in which he asked 
for God to give him “a clean heart”, and then devote time to 
prayer focused on seeking God’s help to further transform your 
heart. To help make that time of prayer more beneficial, consider 
the following suggestions: 

• Schedule your prayer time in advance, finding a time when 
you will not be tired, hungry, or have other obligations. 

• Remove yourself from distractions. For example, turn off 
your phone and your television, and let your family know 
what you will be doing. 

 


