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CLOTHED IN CHRIST 
Galatians 3:27-28 
 
 
16.7 million people were victims of identity theft in the United States in 2017. That number 
becomes even more ominous when we realize that it increased by 1.3 million persons from the 
previous year and resulted in the theft of $16.8 billion from US customers1. The prevalence and 
sophistication of the fraudsters and the threat they represent supports the growing industry of 
companies attempting to protect consumers’ identities. The threat of identity theft and the 
industry of identity protection underscores the importance our society places on one’s identity, 
an importance that creates a contrasting backdrop to New Testament’s expectation that those 
who follow Jesus must give up their identities (cf. Galatians 2:20). We will consider that 
expectation in this lesson by examining baptism and the new identity it gives to Christians. 
 

“You are all one in Christ Jesus” 2 
While precedent existed for the New Testament’s presentation of baptism in things like the 
ritual washings in the Law of Moses (cf. Exodus 30:17-21; Leviticus 11:24-40), the baptism of the 
church moves beyond that context; the washings in the Old Testament were about maintaining 
a relationship with God while baptism in the New Testament initiates a relationship with God 
(Acts 2:37-38; 1 Peter 3:18-21). While the selection of baptism as the initiating rite might seem 
arbitrary – or even burdensome – to some people today, the New Testament provides a logic 
for the act by tying it to Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection and showing how that connection 
gives to Christians a new, profound identity. Consider: 

 

Baptism reenacts Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection 
Romans 6:1-4 

 

Baptism’s symbolic death and resurrection frees us 
from our “old self” and gives us a new self  

Romans 3:9-18, 23 
Romans 6:5-11 

Colossians 3:1-4:1 
  

                                                      
1 https://www.javelinstrategy.com/coverage-area/2018-identity-fraud-fraud-enters-new-era-complexity 
2 Galatians 3:28. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent 
Text Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Our new self takes its shape from Jesus  
Colossians 3:11 

Galatians 3:27-28 
 

Applications 
• Baptism gives to us, not just a new identity, but Jesus’ own exalted identity – God gives to 

rebellious people the opportunity to become part of His royal family.  

• The new identity God gives to us in baptism should result in our thinking and acting like 
Jesus but too often we allow other things to shape our thinking and acting. 

• The expectations that attend the new identity God gives to us at baptism liberate us rather 
than burden us – they help us become truly human by encouraging us to develop into the 
people God created us to be. 

 
 
The value we place on identity in our country helps us appreciate the new and better identity 
God offers in exchange for our identity. We should therefore ask ourselves whether our lives 
evidence the value we attribute to our baptism-given, Jesus-shaped identity. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For the coming week: 
To help extend the lesson and to encourage you to make it personal, take time during the coming 
week to consider the following material: 
 

Read Colossians 2:9-12 (Paul’s discussion of baptism as a burial 
and resurrection with Jesus) and Colossians 3:1-4:1 (Paul’s 
illustration of the lifestyle of one who has “been raised with 
Christ”) and think about the following questions: 

1. What does the content of your life and relationships reveal 
about your connection to Jesus? 

2. Find a part of your life where you can more clearly 
demonstrate the new identity God gave to you in baptism 
and commit to doing one thing that will help you improve in 
that area. 


