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CREATED TO LOVE 
1 Peter 1:22 
 
 
In 1967 the Beatles recorded the song “All You Need is Love”, a song that served as Britain’s 
contribution to the world’s first live global television link program. Because the program would 
appear in multiple countries around the world, the producers asked the Beatles to compose a 
song with a simple, easy-to-understand message. John Lennon, who wrote the song, used that 
expectation, not as a limitation, but as an opportunity to create what he called “propaganda” 
that used the practices of advertising to create his song. Even though many people connect the 
song to the articulation and popularization of the 1960’s flower power movement, many people 
also criticized the song for naïvely proposing you could ‘love away’ the world’s problems. 
 
Like Lennon’s song, Jesus focused on a message of love that can also appear naïve to some 
people. But Jesus’ teachings extend beyond the borders of a pop song; they extend through the 
New Testament writer’s application of his teachings and reveal that love takes its shape from 
God’s identity and offers a defining purpose to those who follow him, a radical and challenging 
purpose. We will, therefore, consider the purpose love gives to our lives. 
 

“If God so loved us…”1 
• Peter wrote that Christians, through their obedience to God, have been “purified…for a 

sincere brotherly love” (1 Peter 2:10). His comment holds out “brotherly love” (family love) 
as the goal of one’s Christian identity, which should motivate us to consider why he would 
identify family love as the goal. Consider: 

o God, though Jesus, adopts us into His family (Galatians 3:26-28; 4:4-5). 
o God is love and, as His children, we are expected to act like Him (1 John 4:7-11). 
o Our love for one another, therefore, becomes a way that we evidence our 

connection to God and Jesus (John 13:34-35). 
• If our goal, as Peter wrote, is to practice “sincere brotherly love”, we should ask ourselves 

what it looks like in practice. Fortunately, since it occupies such a defining place in God’s will 
for the lives of His people, the New Testament contains a lot of material describing love. 
Reading through those materials reveals two major areas – unity and care.  

o Our goal of “brotherly love” involves unity that: 
 Maintains the unity Jesus creates between Christians (Ephesians 4:1-3; cf. 

2:11-22). 
 Rejects the boundaries that normally segregate people in our world in favor 

of the shared, Jesus-shaped identity God gives to Christians (Galatians 3:26-
27). 
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 Is not flat but creates unity by elevating honor-less people by giving them 
“greater honor” (1 Corinthians 12:12-26). 

 Evidences our devotion to Jesus (John 17:20-21). 
o Our goal of “brotherly love” involves active care that: 

 Motivates us to give special care to poor and powerless people (Galatians 
2:10; Acts 2:42-47). 

 Expresses itself in genuine and excessive ways within the church family 
(Romans 12:9-10). 

 Follows Jesus’ own, challenging standard of selfless, serving love (John 13:34-
35; Philippians 2:1-8). 

 

Applications 
• The brotherly love that Peter wrote defines our purpose in the world must be practiced 

without regard to political or cultural ideas; it is to supersede our world and its values. 
• The differences between our world’s ideas and the brotherly love God expects from us 

reminds us that God’s love differs from the love often pursued in our world (cf. Matthew 
5:43-48). 

• Generosity characterizes the brotherly love we should practice, which reminds us of an 
important point - generosity reveals a trust in God rather in than in one’s possessions, 
power, or influence (cf. Acts 2:42-47). 

• Embracing our purpose of love requires our transformation.  
 
 
John Lennon was right when he sang “all you need is love” but he misunderstood that character 
of that love. All we need is the “brotherly love” defined by Jesus’ teachings and example, the 
“brotherly love” that marks us out as God’s family in the world and that seeks to model to the 
world the loving identity of the God who made us a family. 
 
 
 
 

 

 


