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JESUS RESTORES MY VOCATION 
Revelation 5:9-10 
 
 
This year we are focusing on following Jesus and, up to this point, we have been exploring why 
we should devote ourselves to him. We will continue that emphasis throughout the month of 

May by considering another reason why we should devote ourselves to following him –  
Jesus gives purpose to our lives. 

 
 
Our culture idea embraces the idea that ‘you can be whoever you want to be’. While that 
sentiment might have “the appearance of wisdom” 1 (Colossians 2:20-23), it offers an open-
ended view of humanity that contrasts with the singular purpose God gave to humanity in the 
creation (Genesis 1:26-28), a purpose humanity abandoned in its rebellion against God. 
Although humanity’s rebellion changed its relationship with God, it did not remove the 
obligation of that creational purpose. This lesson will explore how Jesus restores us to the 
mission God gave to humanity and consider what that restoration means for us today. 
 

“They will reign forever and ever”  
Consider the following passages that trace the circular path of God’s purposes for humanity and 
the place that Jesus has in allowing us to realize those purposes: 

Genesis 1:26-28 
God made humanity “in [His] image” to rule the creation  

 

Genesis 3:1-24 

Humanity’s selfishness led to abandon its role 
 

Colossians 1:15-20 
Jesus came into the world as God’s new image-bearer to rule the creation 

 

Romans 8:29 
God expects people to “be conformed to the image of his Son” 

 

Revelation 5:9-10 
Those who become like Jesus “shall reign on the earth” 

                                                      
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Revelation 22:1-5 
Those who become like Jesus will reign with God “forever and ever” 

 

Applications 
• Life has purpose and meaning. 

• Life’s purpose and its meaning can, however, only be found in submitting God’s plan for 
human life (cf. Ecclesiastes 12:13). 

• Our submission to God’s will is not, therefore, simply a matter of obedience because He 
commands it; it is an ennobling relationship that allows us to become truly human.  

• It is important to see the whole of the Bible’s story; it provides the structure that helps us 
properly understand its individual parts and their meaning for us. 

 
While some people in our cultural might chafe at the idea that God has given to humanity a 
single purpose, the Bible portrays that purpose as a task that allows us to become our truest 
self. We can only enjoy that opportunity when we submit ourselves entirely to God’s will, which 
ought to motivate us to ask ourselves whether or not we have submitted our will to God. 
 
 
 
 

 

 


