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NON-NEGOTIABLES 
1 Corinthians 1:10 
 
 
Violent and widespread rioting erupted in Los Angeles on April 29th, 1992, after a jury acquitted 
police officers charged with assault and excessive force in the Rodney King trial. After three 
days of escalating rioting, King gave an impromptu speech to reporters in which he tearfully 
asked, “Can we all get along?”. King’s comments became for many people a call for unity in a 
world divided by ugly, destructive racial and socio-economic tensions. That desire for unity, 
however, has pervaded human consciousness from the beginning of its history – God created us 
to be united, but our sins keep us divided. That dilemma provided the backdrop for Paul’s 
message for the Corinthians in which he also called for them to be united. Paul’s call for unity 
goes far beyond the call to “get along”; Paul told the Corinthians that God expected them to 
“united in the same mind and the same judgment” 1 (1 Corinthians 1:10). This lesson will outline 
some of the non-negotiable truths that play a role in the unity that ought to define us. 
 

“United in the same mind and the same judgment”  
Before we spend some time on a few foundational non-negotiables, consider the following 
reminders about the things we believe: 

• Bible – We believe that the Bible, as the book composed and preserved by God, contains 
the selectively told, true story of His activity in history through which we come to 
understand the world and our place in it. 

• God – We believe God is the uniquely sovereign creator of everything who reveals Himself 
to be a relational being defined by love, mercy, forgiveness, faithfulness, and justice. 

• Humanity – We believe God created humans to be the agents of His rule in the creation, a 
special distinction that reveals our exalted place within the cosmos. We also believe that 
humanity has rebelled against God and His purpose for them, creating a rift in its 
relationship with God that He seeks to resolve. 

• Jesus – We believe that God embodied His full divinity in Jesus, whose life models true 
humanity for us and who mediates - and reestablishes - our relationship with God through 
his death, burial, and resurrection. 

• The good life – We believe life is defined by Jesus, who revealed God’s character in his own 
life and teachings. We believe that a good life is thus found in reshaping one’s life to look 
like Jesus’ life. 

 
With those reminders before you, consider the following non-negotiables: 
 

                                                      
1All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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God is uniquely sovereign and is defined by mercy, 
grace, patience, love, faithfulness, and justice. 

(Exodus 20:1-6; 34:5-7; John 3:16-17; Romans 3:21-26; 5:6-11) 

 
Because God rules, we believe life has meaning and 

purpose. 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13; 1 Peter 2:9-3:9) 

 
We believe Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection is good 

news because it announces his rule and secures God’s 
victory and will. 

(Matthew 28:18-20; 1 Corinthians 15:1-55; Colossians 1:15-20) 

 
We believe things like justice, mercy, faithfulness, and 
love must define us because they define God and Jesus. 

(Exodus 34:5-7; Matthew 22:34-40; 23:23; 1 John 4:7-11) 

 
Applications 
• Balance is important; we must be people who “major on majors and minor on minors” (cf. 

Matthew 23:23). 

• Our particular beliefs on things like, for example, worship, salvation, or the church must 
build on the foundation of the non-negotiables listed above. 

• Merely holding the right beliefs is not enough; we must also be practice the right attitudes. 

• Recognize that pursuing Paul’s call to unity will create tensions between us and our world. 
Our society tells, for example, us that expecting unity in mind and judgment offers an 
extremist position, that it is wrong to expect people to share our beliefs. However, our 
society’s anticipations build on the expectation that we share its beliefs.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


