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WORTHY IS THE LAMB 
Revelation 5:11-12 
 
 
The Bible concludes with John’s revelation, the message given to him by Jesus that details the 
Devil’s persecution of God’s people, God’s victory over the Devil, and the ultimate redemption 
of God’s people.  The grand scope of John’s vision begins with a series of letters to seven 
churches in Asia whose situations represented the state of Christendom at the end of the first 
century (Revelation 2-3).  John’s letters to those seven churches picture the church struggling 
under the Devil’s attacks (Revelation 2:10; 12:17) and their own sinfulness (Revelation 2:4, 14, 
20; 3:1, 15-16).  The church’s situation motivated Jesus’ message to them through John, a 
message that builds on its presentation of Jesus.  We will therefore consider Revelation’s 
presentation of Jesus and its meaning for our lives in this lesson.    
 

Revelation 1:9-16 
John’s vision opens with a picture of Jesus that introduces him as an all-powerful, all-

conquering king who has an important message of both warning and ultimate victory for his 
people. 

 

Revelation 4:1-11 
Revelation chapter four moves from John’s record of Jesus’ message to the church to his vision 
of God on His throne, a scene whose imagery displays God’s majestic and powerful sovereignty. 
 

Revelation 5:1-14 
Revelation chapter five begins with a reminder of the gulf separating God from humanity, a gulf 

that we cannot cross on our own.  Jesus bridges that gulf for us, but he does it in a surprising 
way that gives victory to his people and reveals that he is worthy of worship and praise. 

 

Applications 
While John’s presentation of Jesus’ worthiness begins in ways that make sense to us (he is a 
powerful conquerer), his presentation quickly moved to a focus that challenges many people in 
our world - Jesus’ self-sacrifice forms the heart of his worthiness (Revelation 5:5-6, 9, 12).  
Consider, therefore, a few applications of his worthiness to our lives:       
• Too often we resort to fear and power to deal with life’s problems (cf. Isaiah 7:1-17; 1 Kings 

16:1-20; 2 Chronicles 28:1-27). 
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• Jesus’ identity as the lion who conquers by being the sacrificial lamb uncovers fear and 
power’s corrupt narrative - victory only truly comes through trusting self-sacrifice (cf. 
Deuteronomy 17:14-20; 2 Kings 18-19; Matthew 20:20-28; Philippians 2:3-8; Revelation 
2:10). 

• Our world will always think of Jesus’ way of living in the world as idealistic and foolish (1 
Corinthians 1:18-31; cf. Matthew 5:43-48; Luke 12:33-34). 

• We must not underestimate the seductive power of our world’s way of thinking (cf. John 
3:19-21; Matthew 7:13-14; Revelation 12:13-13:18; 18:1-20). 

 
 
John’s vision of Jesus as the lion who is the lamb not only reveals Jesus’ worthiness, it also 
discloses our world’s flawed, corrupted ways of thinking.  Acknowledging Jesus’ worthiness and 
devoting ourselves to him involves rejecting our world’s values.  We must consequently ask 
ourselves whether our lives reveal our embrace of our world’s narrative of fear and power or 
our embrace of Jesus’ worthiness that emphasizes trusting self-sacrifice. 


