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I AM… 
“The light of the world”1, John 8:12 
 
 
John, in his gospel, records eight statements made by Jesus that we commonly call his “I am” 
statements (John 6:35, 48; 8:12; 10:7, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1).  Those passages record instances 
where Jesus used things from his world to offer insights that distilled his understandings about 
his identity and mission in the world, insights whose value becomes apparent when we place 
them against God’s expectation that we model our lives after the example of Jesus’ life (cf. 
Romans 8:28; Philippians 2:5).  Last month we therefore began a study of those “I am” 
statements that we will continue in this lesson by considering Jesus’ statement, “I am the light 
of this world” (John 8:12). 
 

The light of the world 
• Jesus announced that he was “the light of the world” at the end of the Feast of the Booths 

(John 7:2, 37; 8:2), a feast God required Israel to observe every fall after the harvest in 
recognition of the blessings He gave them (Leviticus 23:39-41; Exodus 23:16; Deuteronomy 
16:16).  

o God accentuated Israel’s awareness of their blessings by requiring them to live in 
makeshift shelters (booths) during the week-long festival as a reminder of their 
wilderness wandering and as a contrast to the harvest’s bounty (Leviticus 23:42-43). 

o By New Testament times, the feast featured large candelabras in the temple 
courtyard that drew on both their history with God and the temple’s imagery of light 
to offer a dramatic symbol of the nation’s connection to God and their hopes for 
their place in the world (cf. Exodus 13:21; 25:37; Isaiah 60:1-3).   

• Jesus employed the feast’s symbolism to offer his listeners an important insight into his 
identity in John 8:12. 

o As part of their celebration of the Feast of the Booths, priests lit large candelabras 
during a special candle-lighting ceremony in the temple’s Court of Women followed 
by a night of celebration that included people dancing while carrying candles 
symbolizing God’s blessings, presence and the Jewish peoples’ still-future salvation 
(cf. Isaiah 9:1-7).   

o Speaking from the “treasury” located near the courtyard that hosted the 
candelabras and the ceremonies associated with them (John 8:20), Jesus told his 
listeners “I am the light of the world” (John 7:37; 8:8:2, 20). 

o Jesus drew on the candelabras’ presentation of God’s guiding and blessing presence 
in the nation to represent his belief that: 
 

                                                      
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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God extends His guidance and blessings through Jesus  
Exodus 13:21; John 8:12 

Deuteronomy 31:9-13; Psalm 119:105, 130; 1:1-4; John 8:31 
  

Jesus embodies the hope, and reality, of God’s salvation  
Isaiah 9:1-7; John 8:12, 31-36; 12:44-50; 1:29 

 

God works through Jesus to attract people to Himself  
Isaiah 60:1-3; John 8:12, 56; 1:1, 14, 18; 14:8-9 

 

Applications 
• Jesus came as a “light to the world” but he only benefits those who are willing to see him 

(John 8:12-19; Matthew 13:10-17). 

• Seeing Jesus as the light of the world both requires, and causes, changed thinking (John 
8:14-15, 23, 31-32; Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 3:1-2). 

• Jesus, as the “light of the world,” exposes our flaws and challenges us to truly see ourselves 
(John 8:12; 3:19-21). 

• The Pharisees rejected Jesus claim to be God’s light even though God had been preparing 
them for his arrival (Galatians 3:24; John 8:12-20).  Their rejection illustrates a danger of 
religion - it can become an end rather than a means to an end (John 8:34-47; Matthew 15:1-
9; Acts 17:22ff); it can be easier to defend Christendom rather than Christ (cf. Acts 15:1ff). 

 
 
Jesus, as “the light of the world”, exposes the reality of things but sometimes that reality looks 
different than what we expect or than what we like.  The challenge of Jesus thus involves 
accepting the reality that he shows us so that we can begin to enjoy the blessings and guidance 
his light offers to those who see it. 
 
 

 


