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GOD IN OUR MIDST 
The tabernacle and Jesus, John 1:1, 14 
 
 
Jesus repeatedly commented that the Bible revolved around him (cf. Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:44-
47; John 5:39-40).  Given his understandings about his relationship to the Bible, our Bible 
reading program this year will focus on helping us better appreciate Jesus’ central place in the 
Bible.  Each month we will present material (like this lesson) that will develop some of the ways 
in which the Bible revolves around Jesus and reveals his importance.   
 

The Garden of Eden, the tabernacle, and Jesus 
The books of the Law (of the books of Moses) dedicate a surprisingly large amount of space to 
the tabernacle – the tabernacle material occupies forty chapters (the same number of chapters, 
for example, in the book of Exodus).  The large presence of the Tabernacle in Exodus through 
Deuteronomy ought to impress on us the important place God intended it to have in Israel’s 
minds.  While the tabernacle certainly served important functionary roles, it more importantly 
introduced key ideas about God that found their fulfillment in Jesus.  Consider: 
 

The tabernacle symbolized God’s presence in the midst of the 
Israelites 

Exodus 25:8-9; 29:45-46; 40:35 
 

The tabernacle used imagery from the Garden of Eden to 
emphasize the significance of its purpose 

Genesis 2:8-9; Exodus 25:31-40; cf. 1 Kings 6:29-36; Ezekiel 41:17-20, 25-26 
 

God abandoned the tabernacle in response to Israel’s rebellion 
while also promising a newer, better temple 

Jeremiah 7:1-15; Ezekiel 10-11; 40-43 
 

John presents Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s tabernacle 
imagery 

John 1:1, 14, 18; 14:8-9 
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 Applications 
• God’s decision to reveal Himself, and establish a relationship with us, through the person of 

Jesus rather than the architecture of a building reminds us of an important point – we 
ought to focus on Jesus rather than impersonal things like arguments or proofs.  Although 
important, arguments and proofs build themselves on Jesus and should embellish his 
identity and its meaning for our lives. 

• While Jesus is God in our midst and he brings us into God’s very presence (John 1:1, 14; 
Hebrews 7:13-20), he does some things even more surprising - he does more than bring us 
into God’s presence, he brings God’s presence into us so that we become God’s temple (1 
Corinthians 3:16; 6:19).   

• Just as the tabernacle was a holy space, so too should our lives be holy; our identity as 
God’s temple in the world means that we have a responsibility to “glorify God in [our] 
body”1 (1 Corinthians 6:20) by being “living sacrifice[s], holy and acceptable to God” 
(Romans 12:1-2). 

 
 
The tabernacle serves an important role in the Bible by both symbolizing God’s desire to be in a 
relationship with His people and serving as a mediator that enabled that relationship.  The 
tabernacle’s purposes prepare us to see the ultimate fulfillment of those purposes in Jesus.  Let 
us therefore focus ourselves on Jesus and, like he did, seek to live in ways that reveals God to 
the world around us so that we can glorify Him. 
 
 
 

 

                                                      
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 


