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I AM…  
“The way, the truth, and the life”1, John 14:1-7 
 
 
Jesus announced his identity to his disciples near the Passover, an important Jewish religious 
feast that God had previously commanded all the Jews to observe by gathering together at the 
temple in Jerusalem to celebrate (cf. Deuteronomy 12:1-7; 16:16).  A crowd of followers had 
joined Jesus and his disciples as they walked to Jerusalem, motivated by Jesus’ teachings and 
miraculous actions that had created a growing sense that he was the promised messianic king 
(cf. Luke 9:51-52; 9:57-10:1).  The people’ anticipation peaked as Jesus entered Jerusalem 
where they joyfully greeted him, hailing him as their promised redeemer (Mark 11:1-10).  But 
Jesus’ teachings overshadowed what we might otherwise think of as a joyous occasion.  He had, 
for example, been telling his disciples that he was going to be betrayed and killed when he 
arrived in Jerusalem (Mark 9:30-32; 10:32-34).   

 
Like many of his countrymen, Jesus and his disciples arrived in Jerusalem a week before the 
Passover celebrations.  Escalating tensions between Jesus and the religious leaders in 
Jerusalem, however, created an increasingly volatile setting for his time in the city (cf. Matthew 
21:12-17, 23-27, 45, 23:1-36; 26:3-5). That growing turmoil swirling around him and his 
disciples created a palpable tension during their private celebration of the Passover meal that 
Jesus escalated by announcing that Judas, one of his twelve apostles, would betray him and 
that Peter would deny him before daybreak (John 14:1; Matthew 26:17-25; John 13:21-30, 36-
38).   
 
That tense setting provides the backdrop for Jesus’ declaration that he is “the way, the truth, 
and the life”. 

• Jesus offered a surprising encouragement to his “troubled” disciples – he told them to 
believe in him as if he were God (John 14:1; cf. 1:1; 8:29; 14:8-9). 

• Jesus called for his disciples to believe in something specific; he asked them to believe that 
he was preparing them rooms in his “Father’s house” (John 14:1-3).   

• Even though the most immediate reference for “My Father’s house” would have been the 
temple (cf. Luke 2:49), Jesus used the temple’s significance as God’s dwelling place among 
people to remind his disciples of his ultimate goal – his mission centered on reuniting 
people with God (Matthew 1:21; Hebrews 6:13-20). 

• After stating his mission to reunite people with God, Jesus told his disciples that they “know 
the way” to his Father’s house where he would be preparing rooms for them (John 14:4), 
which prompted Philip’s frustrated response, “We do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” (John 14:5; cf. 13:33, 36). 

                                                      
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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• The disciples’ confusion motivated Jesus’ announcement that he is “the way, the truth, and 
the life” (John 14:6).  

o Jesus’ claim to be “the truth and the life” offers an explanation of why he is the way 
to God: 

▪ He alone is the way to God because his divine identity fully embodies the 
truth of God and reveals it to the world (John 1:1, 14, 16-18; cf. 5:19; 8:29). 

▪ He alone is the way to God because he possesses the life-giving identity of 
God (John 1:4; 5:26) and can therefore give life to people (John 11:25). 

o Jesus made it clear to his disciples that, because he is the way, “no one comes to the 
Father except through him” (John 14:1-6), a declaration that made an exclusive 
claim: 
 

Jesus alone – not the temple, not the priesthood, not the sacrifices, not the 
Law of Moses, not any other religious path – provides people access to God 
 

Applications 
John 14:6 records Jesus’ exclusive claim, a claim that makes people uncomfortable in our 
pluralistic culture.  Consider, therefore, a few thoughts about his claim: 

• No one (that I have met) believes in universalism; everyone has some standard of right and 
wrong; no one (that I have met) lived as if every way of living was equally acceptable. 

• The question is not, therefore, whether standards exist, but how do we determine which 
standards best fit life as we experience it. 

• Enough historical and circumstantial evidences exist to justify a critical examination of the 
Bible and, when one honestly considers what God has given to us in the Bible, it offers a 
way of living and thinking that best fits life as we experience it.   

• So…  
o Be unapologetic about your belief in Jesus. 
o Be, however, sensitive to other people and their beliefs; the way of Jesus is a way of 

thoughtful, gracious love. 
o Find the appropriate balance between argument and character; allow your life to 

display the reality of your beliefs that you are sharing with others (1 Peter 2:9; 1 
Peter 3:15). 

o Remember that there can only be one truth and that truth centers on the person of 
Jesus. 

 
 
May God help us to embrace, without shame or fear, the way of Jesus.  
 
 

 


