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A STORY OF HEALED RELATIONSHIPS 
Why we need Jesus, Revelation 22:1-5 
 
 
Last week we explored the beginning chapters of the Bible in which God described His good, 
relationship-focused intentions for humanity and humanity’s rebellious response.  But the 
Bible’s story does not end with people breaking the relationships God gave to them.  That 
rebellion initiated a long-developing promise issued by God to resolve humanity’s 
rebelliousness.  The final chapters of the Bible, Revelation 21-22, record John’s vision of the 
future fulfillment of that promise, a fulfillment that restores God’s intentions for humanity and 
that returns the Bible to its opening scenes. We will therefore consider that scene at the end of 
Revelation to help us better understand the end of the story we are in and how our relationship 
with Jesus is moving us towards that conclusion. 
 

A story full-circle 
• John’s vision recorded in the book of Revelation presents a longer version of the vision God 

gave to Daniel in Daniel 7:1-14.   

• Daniel’s vision featured “four great beasts”1 that represented evil world empires aligned 
against God (Daniel 7:1-8).  Despite their formidable appearance, God quickly defeated 
them and stripped their “dominion” from them (Daniel 7:9-12) before giving it to “one like a 
son of man” who then assumed rule over an everlasting kingdom that ruled everything 
(Daniel 7:13-14). 

• John’s vision features the same story, but, because of Jesus’ life and teachings, added new, 
important details. 

o The first detail centers on the figure ruling God’s kingdom. 
▪ John’s vision opens with a scene depicting God’s absolute sovereignty 

(Revelation 4:1-11) before turning to a scene showcasing Jesus’ sovereignty 
(Revelation 5:1-14).   

▪ While Jesus’ consistently identified himself as “the son of man” to indicate 
his belief that he was the figure Daniel saw in his vision (Daniel 7:13-14), a 
key difference exists between Daniel and John’s visions – Daniel’s vision 
features the “son of man” ruling the world (Daniel 7:13-14) while John’s 
vision notes that Jesus’ worthiness to rule included him ransoming a group of 
people and giving to them the right to “reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:9-
10), giving them rule in the kingdom Daniel envisioned. 

o The second detail focuses on the kingdom itself. 
▪ While Daniel pictures the kingdom God established after defeating the beasts 

as being a kingdom in the world (Daniel 7:1-14), John describes the kingdom 

                                                      
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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God establishes after defeating the beasts (Revelation 12-18) as “a new 
heaven and a new earth” (Revelation 21:1), he pictures it as a new creation 
with a new Eden like the one in Genesis 2 (Revelation 22:1-2) rather than 
merely a new place in an old creation. 

▪ John’s vision of the kingdom as a new creation includes two important 
details: 

• First, John wrote that there will “no longer be anything accursed” in 
the new creation (Revelation 22:3) – all the symptoms of humanity’s 
rebellion against God will be removed, thereby restoring the purity of 
the creation in Genesis 1-2 (Revelation 21:3-4; cf. Genesis 2:15-16; 
3:16-19). 

• Second, in the new creation humanity will be able to have the 
“dominion” God gave to them in the creation (Genesis 1:26-28) – 
humanity, the people redeemed by Jesus, will rule over the creation 
with God “for ever and ever” (Revelation 22:4-5). 

• John’s vision connects all the Bible’s pieces together and reveals the surprising conclusion to 
its story – God will return humanity to the place He created them to have despite their 
rebellion against Him, but He will return them to a place even better than the one He 
initially gave to them. 
 

Applications 
 

• The Bible’s story of rebellion and redemption is our story and its concluding scene of future 
triumph and restoration is our future.  We are part of a story much larger than our 
individual lives and a story that is moving to a great conclusion.  

• The church exists in the world as a symbol of Jesus’ sovereignty and as a down-payment on 
the future that he will bring into existence.   

o We must intentionally and thoughtfully take up our responsibility of representing His 
rule in the world through our submissive, transformed lives (Matthew 28:18-20; 1 
Peter 2:5, 9; 3:15-16). 

o Our changed relationships, relationships that follow Jesus’ example and 
consequently begin to heal the brokenness caused by sin (cf. Ephesians 4:1-3; 5:1-2; 
5:21-6:9 ), offers one important way we represent Jesus’ rule.  

• While sin is insidious and corrupts everything in our world, it cannot contaminate Jesus nor 
corrupt his plans – he will win (cf. Revelation 1:12-16). 

• We must learn to adopt this big-picture of humanity’s story as the framework for our lives 
and the anchor that gives us stability and security in our present, broken world (cf. Hebrews 
6:13-20). 

 
 
The triumphant scene in Revelation 21-22 can be our future … if we learn to submit ourselves 
to Jesus’ rule in our present lives.  May God help us see Jesus’ worthiness and be motivated by 
his identity to submit ourselves completely to his control. 


