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NEW BEGINNINGS 
Romans 6:1-13 
 
 
The past year has been a year of change for both the 151st church family and for me and my 
family. You all spent the year regrouping after the Southpoint church plant, preparing for the 
Richard’s retirement, and searching for a new minister.  My family and I spent the past year 
searching for a new work while preparing the congregation we were at to transition to a new 
minister.  But now we are preparing to enter a new year together, a new year onto which we 
are projecting our expectations of both change and continuity.   
 
Fortunately, Christianity embraces our expectation; it is, after all, built on the idea of new 
beginnings. Consider, for example, Paul’s comments in Romans chapter six.   
 
Paul, as part of a larger conversation explaining his understanding of the meaning of the gospel, 
paused in his letter to address a hypothetical question about sin and grace (Romans 6:1).  His 
response focused on baptism and offers us an important insight into the act, which he 
described as a reenactment of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection (Romans 6:2-13).  That 
reenactment, Paul wrote, symbolizes one’s death that frees them from their slavery to sin and 
it symbolizes their resurrection that enables them to serve God.  Paul’s characterization of 
baptism offers us an insight into our Christian identity: 
 

God, through Jesus, gives us a new beginning that He 
expects us to properly use  

 
Considering Paul’s comments about our responsibilities in the new beginning God gives to us 
through Jesus and considering our new relationship and the new year before us, I want to 
consider three features that, I believe, need to be a part of our new beginnings. 
 

We must be intentional 
• We must purposefully, intentionally commit ourselves to using our new beginning as God 

expects; we will not ‘stumble’ into it (cf. Romans 12:1-2). 

• A compelling vision of Jesus’ worthiness alone motivates our intentionality because that 
intentionality, as Jesus clearly described, carries a high cost (Revelation 4:1-5:14; Matthew 
10:37-39; Luke 14:25-33).  
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We must focus on relationships 
• Jesus defined one’s relationship with God and with others as the foundation upon which 

God builds His expectations for our lives (Matthew 22:34-40).   

• Paul accentuated the importance Jesus placed on relationships by writing that loving “your 
neighbor as yourself…is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:8-10). We must, therefore, 
focus our new beginning around the cultivation and strengthening of those relationships. 

• Our relationships, built on genuine love-motivated service that follows Jesus’ example (cf. 
John 13:3-17, 34-35), demonstrate our allegiance to Jesus and evidence the new beginning 
he offers to us. 
 

Our goal must be transformation 
• God offers us a new beginning through Jesus because, like Paul, we are “wretched” people 

in need of rescue (Romans 7:7-25). 

• The goal of our new beginning, however, ought not merely be better selves, but new selves; 
the goal of the new beginning God gives to us centers on becoming someone other than 
who we were before that beginning (Romans 6:1-13; 12:1-2). 

• The new self that God offers to us at our new beginning has a specific identity – our new 
self must be “conformed to the image of his Son” (Romans 8:29). 

 
 
We stand at an important moment; we have a chance to think about who we are and who God 
calls us to be through Jesus.  We have a chance to commit ourselves to cultivating a more 
intentional, Jesus-shaped identity in the coming year.  But we must, however, realize that a 
Jesus-shaped life primarily expresses itself through the daily, practical ways we relate to the 
people around us.  May God therefore help us work together during the coming year to honor 
both Him and His son by embracing the new beginning He offers to us and using it to become 
more and more like Jesus in our relationships with everyone around us.  
 

 


