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JESUS AT THE CENTER… 
of our lives, Romans 8:29 
 
 
Last week we spent some time exploring the central place Jesus holds in the Bible, a place that 
illustrates for us the place that he should have within our lives.  This lesson will consider the 
New Testament’s emphasis on Christlikeness, the expectation that Christians think and act like 
Jesus; an expectation so foundational to Christians’ identities that it even forms their name – 
Christ-ian. 
 

A Christ-like people 
• The Bible opens with the announcement that God made humanity in His image (Genesis 

1:26-28), yet humanity chose to reject their God-likeness to chase after their own self-
interests (Genesis 3:1-7).   

• God’s solution to humanity’s rebellion focused on Jesus, through whom He revealed Himself 
to the world and through whom He works to draw humanity back into the relationship with 
Him that He created them to enjoy (John 1:1, 14, 18; 14:8-9). 

• It should not surprise us then that the New Testament repeatedly speaks about the need for 
people to be like Jesus - by being like Jesus, we become like God (cf. John 14:1-9).  Consider, 
for example, some of the New Testament’s passages that speak about Christ-likeness: 

Romans 8:29 
 

Romans 13:14 
 

1 Corinthians 11:1; Galatians 2:20 
 

Galatians 3:27 
 

Ephesians 4:15-16 
 

Philippians 2:3-8 
 

Colossians 1:28 
 

1 Peter 2:21 
 

• The expectation of being like Jesus should not, however, be reduced to some kind of matrix 
that we apply to the challenges we face in life (what did Jesus do in situation X, Y, etc…); 
Christlikeness is not a formula, but the adoption of his overall lifestyle.  
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o Jesus condemned people who merely obeyed the details of God’s law while failing 
to cultivate within themselves the character the law sought to create (cf. Matthew 
12:1-7; 23:23). 

o Unlike those he condemned, Jesus acted out of his character that was both 
submitted to God and shaped by God (Matthew 5:17-19; 26:39, 42; John 8:28; 
12:49; 14:8-9). 

o Our Christlikeness must therefore go beyond merely law-keeping to instead seek to 
cultivate within ourselves a character that mirrors Jesus’ own character so that we 
learn to act instinctively in ways that are like the ways he acted. 

• Christ-likeness’ expectation of adopting Jesus’ character reveals its truly countercultural 
nature - it directly challenges our culture’s emphasis upon individuality (Galatians 3:27-28).  

• While the expectation of Christlikeness might seem severe and even oppressive to many in 
our culture, it is only by adopting Jesus’ character as our own that we become truly human, 
that we become the people God created us to be (cf. Genesis 1:26-28; John 1:1, 14, 18; 
14:8-9) 

 

Applications 
• Being like Jesus proves far easier to say than to accomplish.  Consider some of the 

expectations that attend Christlikeness: 
o Service that includes willingly giving up rights guaranteed by one’s government and 

God (Matthew 20:20-28; 5:38-42). 
o Love that motivates one to actively do good to their enemies (John 13:3-13, 34-35; 

Matthew 5:43-48). 
o Selflessness that causes one to relinquish their sense of place and identity in their 

world (Mark 8:34-35; John 13:3-13). 
o Faithfulness to God above everything and everyone else (Matthew 5:16-18; 12:46-

50; 15:1-9). 
o Balance in understanding and applying God’s will (Matthew 22:34-40; 23:23). 

• God, however, offers help to us that enables us to handle the challenge of Christlikeness.  
For example: 

o God joins us to a family of people who share new identities in Jesus and whose unity 
stands in contrast to the divisions and tensions that characterize our world (1 
Corinthians 12:14-26; Galatians 3:27-28; Ephesians 2:11-22). 

o Our unity with other Christlike people offers genuine, love-motivated help and 
encouragement (1 Corinthians 12:14-26; Galatians 5:13-14; 6:1-2). 

o God Himself additionally offers promises to help us in our pursuit of Christlikeness 
(cf. Romans 8:26-30). 

• By pursuing Christlikeness, we - like Jesus - help those around us come to experience God 
(Ephesians 2:11-3:10; 1 Peter 1:13-16; 2:9); we become people through which God works to 
draw the world back to Himself. 

 
 


