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ADVENT, Pt. 2 
The kingdom, the covenant, and the kings, Exodus 19:5-6 
 
 
Even though the gospels indicate Jesus’ birth most likely occurred during the spring, many 
people around the world consider Christmas Jesus’ birthday.  Christmas has, consequently, 
become a time when people think about Jesus’ birth and its meaning for their lives.  Part of that 
focus on Jesus includes Advent, the religious season involving the Sundays in December and 
which focuses on the events leading up to Jesus’ birth and concludes with the celebration of his 
arrival.  While we understand that Christmas is not Jesus’ actual birthdate and that the date has 
no intrinsic religious value, we do believe it is good to focus on the importance of Jesus’ birth 
and its meaning for our lives.  We are therefore taking advantage of that focus this month to 
consider the biblical timeline leading to Jesus.   
 
We began last week by exploring the beginning of the Bible’s story in which we encounter 
God’s purposes for humanity, humanity’s rebellion, and God’s promise to resolve their 
rebellion.  This lesson continues our survey of the Bible’s history leading up to Jesus by 
considering Israel’s story from its beginning to its captivity, which introduces God’s chosen 
people and the law and kings He gave to them. 
 

A chosen, purpose-driven people 
• While Paul wrote that God’s promise to bless the world through Abraham’s “seed” 

ultimately referred to Jesus (Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:16), God began to bless the world 
through His formation of Abraham’s descendants into the nation of Israel whom He tasked 
with the responsibility of representing Him to the world (Exodus 19:5-6).   

o God intended Israel’s creation as a nation, their organization, and their behavior to 
demonstrate His unique sovereignty (Exodus 6:6-8; Deuteronomy 4:32-40). 

o Ezekiel wrote that God placed Israel “at the center of the nations” (cf. Ezekiel 5:5), a 
statement that does not merely refer to geography but to the distinctive, corporate 
life God intended the Jews to develop through their obedience to the laws He gave 
them (Deuteronomy 4:5-40).  

o God chose the Israelites to represent His sovereign rule to the world by mediating 
between Him and His creation (Exodus 19:5-6). 

• Part of God’s selection of Israel involved giving the nation a covenant through which He 
revealed Himself to Israel and to the world (Exodus 6:3-8; Deuteronomy 4:5-8). 

o The covenant, and its laws, were designed to help the struggling Israelites learn to 
understand the “distinction between the holy and the profane” (Exodus 32:1-33:3; 
Leviticus 10:8-11). 

o The Israelites’ struggle to know what is holy led to God’s self-revelation through the 
covenant He made with them that purposed to help them become holy like Him 
(Exodus 6:2-8; Leviticus 19:2).  
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o God’s self-revelation of His character through His laws included legislation that 
outlined aspects of His character like justice and equity (Exodus 34:6-7; 
Deuteronomy 10:12-20; cf. 15:1-15). 

• God additionally gave kings to the Israelites, individuals He tasked with the responsibility of 
leading on His behalf by representing His rule and His purposes in the nation (Deuteronomy 
17:14-20; 1 Samuel 8:4-69:15-16; 2 Samuel 7:12-16). 

o God planned for the kings to model His rule before the nations in a way that would 
bring blessings to everyone (Psalm 72:1-20) and to symbolize His future, gracious 
rule over all nations (2 Samuel 7:11-17; Isaiah 11:1-16; 19:19-25). 

o The king’s representative role can, for example, be seen in the responsibilities God 
legislated for them - they were to focus on God and His laws rather military, political, 
or economic concerns (Deuteronomy 17:14-20).  

• Jesus’ comment that the Old Testament was about him (Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:44-47; John 
5:39-40) signals to us our need to consider how its people, laws, and kings anticipated him.  
For example: 

o Its people, whose life and character were shaped by God, created a social, cultural 
context that made Jesus’ messianic identity understandable (cf. Matthew 4:1-11). 

o Its laws revealed the character of God in ways that prepared people to see, and 
understand, Jesus’ revelation of God (John 1:18; 14:8-9). 

o Its kings modeled a pattern of leadership that framed Jesus’ identity as God’s 
anointed king (Matthew 2:1-2; 28:18-20). 

 

Applications 
The Old Testament’s development of God’s people, His laws, and His kings adds to our 
appreciation of the significance of Jesus’ birth and offers us a few important insights into God’s 
character.  Consider: 

• The true meaning of Jesus’ birth cannot be fully appreciated separate from an 
understanding of the Old Testament (cf. Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:44-47; John 5:39-40). 

• God went to great lengths to prepare people for Jesus’ birth, which should impress on us 
the significance of that event and our need to understand it as God planned it (cf.  Matthew 
5:17; John 1:19-34). 

• God’s careful orchestration of Israel, its laws, and its kings over a long period of time reveals 
His faithfulness, which should give us hopeful confidence in the promises He commissioned 
Jesus to offer us (cf. Deuteronomy 7:9; John 12:49; 14:1-4). 

 
 
The development of God’s plan to bless humanity through Jesus reveals His sovereign 
character, character that finds its fullest expression in Jesus (John 1:1, 14, 18; 14:8-9).  God’s 
self-revelation through His interactions with the Israelites and through Jesus serves an 
important purpose - it seeks to help us understand Him so that we can be like Him (Leviticus 
19:2; 1 Peter 1:13-16).  We should therefore ask ourselves whether the character of our life 
matches the revealed character of God. 
 


