
JESUS AT THE CENTER… 
of our Bibles, John 5:39-40 
 
 
Jesus made a number of bold claims about his relationship to the Old Testament, asserting that 
all of its contents revolved around him.  But he also made promises to his disciples that contain 
equally bold assumptions about his connection to the New Testament.  Given nature of Jesus’ 
claims, we will consider his relationship to the Bible to help us better understand his place in its 
pages and, therefore, within our lives.   
 

Jesus’ bold claims 
Jesus repeatedly surprised the people around him with his claims.  He claimed the power to 
forgive sins (Mark 2:1-12).  He claimed equality with God (John 8:58-59).  He also claimed that 
the Old Testament was about him (John 5:39-40).  Consider the following passages that outline 
the claim Jesus made about his relationship to the Old Testament: 

 

Matthew 5:17 
 

Luke 4:16-21 
 

John 5:39-40 
 

Luke 24:44-47 
 

Galatians 3:24 
 
Jesus also made promises to his disciples that offer equally bold claims about his relationship to 
what we know as the New Testament.  Consider the following passages: 

 

John 14:18, 25-26  
 

John 16:12-15 
 

1 Corinthians 2:6-16 
 

The Jesus-centered Bible 
Jesus made bold claims about his relationship to the Bible, but the how do the Old and New 
Testaments accomplish their Jesus-centered purposes? 
• The Old Testament accomplish its purpose of testifying about Jesus by: 



o Revealing the character and will of God to the world (cf. Exodus 6:1-8; 19:5-6; 
Deuteronomy 4:5-8; Ezekiel 36:22-32). 

o Unmasking sin and the crisis it creates (Galatians 3:19, 22). 
o Gradually unfolding the development of God’s plan to address the sin problem 

through Jesus (cf. Genesis 3:24; 22:17-18; 49:10; Ezekiel 21:25-27; 2 Samuel 7:12-16; 
Acts 2:29-30). 

• The New Testament accomplish its purpose of continuing Jesus’ teachings through: 
o The Holy Spirit, who guided the writers of the New Testament and gave them the 

things Jesus wanted the church to know (1 Corinthians 2:6-16).  All of the New 
Testament therefore speaks as authoritatively as the gospels themselves. 

o The later New Testament’s (Acts-Revelation) application of the gospel’s record of 
Jesus life and teachings to the daily life of the church (cf. Philippians 2:3-8). 

o It’s revelation of Jesus’ sovereign lordship and its explanation of what it means for 
the world and for the church (cf. Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:18-23; 
Revelation 1:12-18; 4:1-5:14). 

 

Applications 
Jesus claimed the entire Bible revolved around him.  His place in the Bible therefore points to 
an important insight into the way we ought to interact with our Bibles: 
 

Jesus should be our filter for reading and 
understanding the Bible 

 

That insight has, I believe, some important applications for the way we think about our Bible.  
Consider: 
• Jesus’ place in the Bible reveals an important insight that ought to frame our relationship 

with it – it focuses on the person of Jesus and not merely its text (cf. John 5:39-40). 
• Because the Bible revolves around Jesus, it focuses on character and not merely rules (cf. 

Matthew 23:23). 
• The Bible’s focus on Jesus and its goal of reshaping our character to match his character 

points to another important purpose – its goal is a relationship and not merely a reward 
(John 5:39-40; 17:3). 

 
 
Jesus’ claim to be at the center of the Bible reminds us of the central place he should have in our 
lives.  But the place that Jesus demands requires a radical reevaluation of our values and 
priorities.  May God help us make Jesus the center of our lives. 
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